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Editorial Note

	 ver	the	years	locust	challenges	
	 have	been	growing	tremendous-
	 ly	on	 the	East	Africa	bloc	and	 the	
pest	predicament	has	slowly	trickled	down	to	
Southern	Africa.	With	locust	reported	in	sev-
eral	villages	 in	 the	country,	 it	 is	evident	 that	
more	resources	are	needed,	despite	our	gov-
ernment	operating	on	a	shoe-string	budget.

On	 the	 other	 hand	 authorities	 are	 fighting	
the	 fatal	 COVID-19	 pandemic,	 which	 has	
not	 only	 weakened	 the	 health	 system	 but	
has	 also	 stretched	 to	 the	 economy.We	give	

More resources needed to fight locusts

O	

a	big	thumps	up	to	United	Nation’s	Food	and	
Agriculture	Organization’s	FAO	for	 its	 recent	
announcement	committing	to	work	with	gov-
ernment	and	other	partners	towards	protect-
ing	crops,	pastures	and	livelihoods	from	the	
nuisance	pest.

The	US$500	000	budget	for	Southern	Africa	
emergency	 locust	 response	 and	 prepared-
ness	project	is	a	welcome	development,	ex-
pected	to	help	fight	locust.

The	whopping	budget	adds	towards	the	USD	
3,877,000	Southern	Africa	Locust	Emergen-
cy	Response	Plan	developed	under	 coordi-
nation	 of	 the	 Southern	 Africa	 Development	
Community	(SADC)	in	collaboration	with	the	
International	 Red	 Locust	 Control	 Organiza-
tion	 for	 Central	 and	 Southern	 Africa	 (IRL-
CO-CSA).

With	the	two	initiatives	in	place,	we	hope	the	
private	sector	will	also	join	the	good	gesture,	
to	save	not	only	crops	but	ensure	a	sustained	
source	of	 livelihood	for	workers	 in	the	farm-
ing	community.	More	well-wishers	are	invited	
to	this	positive	bandwagon	that	will	ensure	a	
constant	food	supply	to	our	dining	tables.

In	 addition,	more	 intervention	 is	 needed	 so	

that	food	security	can	be	guaranteed.	The	lo-
custs	are	known	for	causing	huge	damages,	
leading	 to	 poor	 yields	 and	 such	we	 cannot	
accept.

And	we	hope	the	authorities	will	stick	to	their	
word	of	fast	action	tracking	meetings	regard-
ing	the	combat	against	the	pest	will	continue	
to	 be	 held	 on	 a	weekly	 basis.	We	 also	 ap-
plaud	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Agriculture	 for	 being	
proactive	 and	quickly	 responding	 to	 issues.	
Promptness	in	liaising	with	stakeholders	indi-
cates	the	commitment	government	is	placing	
on	the	issue.

Meanwhile	working	with	the	Ministry	of	Agri-
culture,	FAO	will	provide	technical	and	finan-
cial	 assistance	 towards	 supporting	 ground	
surveys	 using	 GPS	 mapping	 systems,	 the	
formation	of	rapid	response	ground	teams	for	
monitoring	and	spraying,	as	well	as	facilitate	
production	of	awareness	communication	ma-
terials	for	communities.	We	hope	and	believe	
that	these	will	assist	the	nation	in	fighting	the	
pests	ravaging	the	crops	fields.

Remember to share with us letters, opinions 
and comments.

Enjoy the read!

Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)
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News Briefs

Zambia, US seal deal to improve wildlife conservation

US	 and	 Zambia	 have	 signed	 MOU	 to	 accelerate	 funding	
allocations	 and	 training	 opportunities,	 including	 K9	million	
($450,000)	for	technical	assistance	to	Zambia’s	Department	
of	National	Parks	and	Wildlife	(DNPW).	

Through	 USAID,	 the	 US	 government	 plans	 to	 invest	more	
than	K800	million	 ($40	million)	 over	 the	 next	 five	 years	 for	
new	awards	in	biodiversity	and	forest	conservation.	

The	USAID	Health,	 Ecosystems,	 and	 Agriculture	 for	 Resil-
ient	 Thriving	 Societies	 (HEARTH)	 project	 will	 combine	 $20	
million	 in	USAID	 funding	with	over	$20	million	 in	matching	
funds	from	the	private	sector	to	support	biodiversity	in	Game	
Management	 Areas	 (GMAs)	 around	 Kafue	 National	 Parks	
and	Luangwa	Valley.

Meanwhile	The	US	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service	(USFWS)	sup-
ports	projects	implemented	by	Frankfurt	Zoological	Society	
in	southern	Lake	Tanganyika,	Conservation	South	Luangwa	
in	the	Luangwa	Valley,	and	Conservation	Lower	Zambezi	op-
erating	in	the	Lower	Zambezi	to	reduce	illegal	wildlife	trade.	

AAF responds to COVID-19 challenges

AGCO	Agriculture	Foundation	(AAF)	has	provided	K900,	000	
to	1,000	smallholder	farmers	across	the	country	through	pro-
vision	of	inputs	and	Personal	Protective	Equipment	(PPEs)	to	
address	hunger	in	the	wake	of	coronavirus.

AAF	project	specialist	John	Agboola	said	the	project	is	being	
implemented	by	its	partner,	Self	Help	Africa	(SHA),	which	has	
direct	contact	with	farmers	and	has	identified	their	needs.

Agboola	said	 the	 farming	community	 is	one	of	 the	sectors	
negatively	affected	in	terms	of	income.

“AAF	is	interested	in	Africa	especially	Zambia	that	is	why	we	
have	the	AGCO	Future	Farm	here	to	provide	classroom	and	
online	training	for	aspiring	farmers	across	Africa.”

Caritas Zambia calls for sustainable farms

Climate	change,	economic	downturns	and	widespread	dis-
ease	are	a	 threat	 to	African	 food	systems,	Caritas	Zambia	
has	warned.

Eugene	Kabilika,	Caritas	Zambia	Executive	Director	recent-
ly	appealed	at	the	Second	National	Food	and	Seed	Festival	
local	farmers	and	other	food	producers	to	retain	power	over	
their	local	food	systems	through	agroecology.

Agroecology	is	a	people-centric	system	of	sustainable	agri-
culture	and	social	 justice	movements	driven	by	 local	 farm-
ers	and	other	food	producers	to	retain	power	over	their	local	
food	systems.

“Climate	change,	economic	downturn	and	widespread	dis-
ease	threaten	African	food	systems.	

“However,	agroecology	enables	 food	producers	 to	develop	

sustainable	 farms,	 bustling	 local	 markets,	 and	 small	 inno-
vative	 enterprises	 that	 bring	 security,	 resilience,	 and	 pros-
perity	to	African	livelihoods	in	the	face	of	global	or	regional	
shocks,”	said	Kabilika.

IAPRI condemns inconsistent agric policies

Indaba	 Agricultural	 Policy	 Research	 Institute	 (IAPRI)	 exec-
utive	director	Chance	Kabaghe	says	policy	 inconsistencies	
continue	to	affect	agriculture’s	sector	growth.

	 “From	President	Kenneth	Kaunda’s	 time	up	 to	 now,	 each	
president	 and	 each	minister	 of	 agriculture	 and	 literally	 the	
whole	 country	 talks	 about	 agriculture	 being	 the	 engine	 of	
economic	development,	but	up	to	now	we	have	not	realised	
that,”	 said	 Kabaghe,	 adding	 policies	 should	 be	 long-term	
and	predictable	to	enable	farmers	to	plan.
	
Kabaghe	 said	policies	 have	 not	 been	 very	 consistent,	 and	
transparent.

Sorghum farmers get support

Zambian	Breweries	 is	 set	 to	 purchase	 sorghum	 from	 local	
farmers	 through	 its	 partnership	 with	 the	 World	 Food	 Pro-
gramme	(WFP).

According	to	a	statement	released	by	WFP,	the	company	will	
support	 some	 1,000	 smallholder	 farmers	 in	 Gwembe	 and	
Pemba	districts	in	Southern	Province	by	purchasing	the	sor-
ghum	they	produce.

Under	the	partnership,	Zambian	Breweries	and	WFP	would	
also	help	smallholder	farmers	access	high-yielding	sorghum	
seeds,	provide	training	on	sorghum	crop	management	and	
facilitate	access	to	insurance	to	protect	their	crops	from	cli-
mate	shocks,	agricultural	extension	services	and	markets.

Additionally,	smallholder	farmers	will	receive	training	in	con-
servation	agriculture,	post-harvest	 loss	management,	com-
modity	aggregation	and	financial	literacy.

Switch to more nutritious foods - VP

Vice	President	Inonge	Wina	has	implored	the	nation	to	vary	
their	diets,	eating	less	maize	and	more	millet,	sorghum,	cas-
sava,	rice	and	sweet	potatoes.	

“The	switch	to	more	nutritious	foods	is	one	of	the	low-cost	
and	effective	ways	of	addressing	stunting	and	malnutrition	in	
the	country,”	Wina	said.

Currently	maize	 is	by	 far	 the	most	 important	dietary	staple	
and	a	main	beneficiary	of	agricultural	subsidies.	

Convincing	Zambians	to	substitute	other	foods	for	maize	may	
be	more	difficult	than	changing	national	investment	priorities,	
however	with	over	60	percent	of	Zambians	 living	below	the	
poverty	line,	varying	diets	may	simply	be	too	expensive.
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Cover Story

	 nited	Nation’s	Food	and	
	 Agriculture	Organization	(FAO)	is	
	 working	 closely	 with	 the	 gov-
ernment	 and	 other	 partners	 to	 protect	
crops,	pastures	and	 livelihoods	 from	 the	
pest,	under	the	US$500	000	Southern	Af-
rica	emergency	locust	response	and	pre-
paredness	project.	

The	 support	 contributes	 towards	 the	
USD	 3,877,000	 Southern	 Africa	 Locust	
Emergency	 Response	 Plan	 developed	
under	coordination	of	the	Southern	Africa	
Development	Community	 (SADC)	 in	 col-
laboration	with	the	 International	Red	Lo-
cust	Control	Organization	for	Central	and	
Southern	Africa	(IRLCO-CSA).

Locusts	 have	 been	 reported	 in	 Central,	
Southern	 and	 Western	 regions,	 particu-
larly	in	Shibuyunji,	Mumbwa,	Itezhi-tezhi,	
Kazungula,	 Namwala,	 Sesheke,	 Nalolo,	
Mongu,	Mwandi	and	Kalabo	districts.	The	
invasion	has	become	very	serious	in	Se-

FAO steps up response to locust invasion

U sheke	and	Mwandi	in	Western	Province.
A	crisis	task	force	meeting	was	convened	
by	the	Ministry	of	Agriculture	and	chaired	
by	 the	 Permanent	 Secretary	 with	 repre-
sentatives	from	the	Disaster	Management	
and	Mitigation	Unit	(DMMU),	IRLCO-CSA	
and	FAO.	

The	 meeting	 outlined	 action	 points	 for	
massive	control	of	the	swarms	with	back-
up	 support	 from	 FAO	 starting	 Thursday	
this	week.

Working	with	 the	Ministry	 of	Agriculture,	
FAO	 will	 provide	 technical	 and	 financial	
assistance	 towards	 supporting	 ground	
surveys	using	GPS	mapping	systems,	the	
formation	of	rapid	response	ground	teams	
for	monitoring	and	spraying,	as	well	as	fa-
cilitate	production	of	awareness	commu-
nication	materials	for	communities.

The	AML	 is	 transboundary	and	currently	
affects	at	least	three	other	countries	that	

are	neighbours	 to	Zambia:	Namibia,	Bo-
tswana	and	Zimbabwe.	

For	 this	 reason,	FAO	has	 launched	a	 re-
gional	Emergency	Technical	Cooperation	
Programme	 (TCP)	 to	 support	 affected	
countries	to	respond	to	the	AML	threat.	

The	project	focuses	on	surveillance	emer-
gency	 response	 in	 the	 locust	 hotspots	
and	 strengthening	 coordination	 and	 in-
formation	 exchange	 among	 the	 affected	
countries.	It	also	strengthens	the	capacity	
of	IRLCOCSA	to	support	the	government	
in	aerial	surveillance	and	mapping	activi-
ties	in	hard-to-reach	areas,	and	provides	
technical	support	 for	national	 locust	sur-
veillance	 and	 control	 units	 to	 be	 estab-
lished.

At	 the	national	 level,	 fast	action	 tracking	
meetings	 regarding	 the	 combat	 against	
the	 pest	 will	 continue	 to	 be	 held	 on	 a	
weekly	basis.
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General News

	 resh	blueberries	from	Chisamba	region	have	meet	the	
	 stipulated	Chinese	phytosanitary	requirements	and	are	
	 now	permissible	for	export	to	China.

According	to	China’s	General	Administration	of	Customs,	only	
fresh	blueberries	originating	 from	 the	Chisamba	 region	will	be	
allowed	to	enter	China.	

Some	of	the	conditions	for	the	export	include	using	both	air	or	
sea	and	cold	treatment	requirements	were	also	included	in	the	
announcement.	

The	blueberries	must	be	subjected	to	cold	storage	at	less	than	
1.11	degrees	Celsius	for	15	consecutive	days,	less	than	1.67	de-
grees	Celsius	for	17	consecutive	days	or	less	than	2.22	degrees	
Celsius	for	21	consecutive	days.

Over	 the	 year	 local	 farmers	 have	 gradual	 shifted	 from	 crops	
such	as	maize,	soybeans,	rice,	wheat,	cotton,	sugar	and	tobac-
co	to	higher-value	items	such	as	macadamia	nuts,	groundnuts,	
avocados,	blueberries	and	chilies.

The	 agricultural	 potential	 has	 also	 attracted	 global	 berry	 gi-
ants	to	extensively	invest	in	the	country.	For	example,	OZblu,	a	

Chisamba region blueberries finds market in 
China

F world-renowned	blueberry	brand	featuring	a	range	of	premium	
varieties,	has	selected	Zambia	as	a	crucial	hub	for	its	commer-
cial	production	in	Africa.

Apart	from	exporting	blueberries	to	China,	the	local	farming	in-
dustry	 is	 also	eyeing	export	 lamb,	after	 identifying	an	 interest	
from	the	Chinese.
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	 griculture	authorities	have	put	out	a	call	for	multilateral	
	 co-operation	to	overcome	the	cross-border	challenge
	 posed	by	the	African	migratory	locust.

The	request	comes	on	the	backdrop	of	reported	incidences	of	
AML	 returning	 to	areas	 that	had	already	been	sprayed	due	 to	
lack	of	cross-border	coordination.

According	to	agriculture	minister	Michael	Katambo,	Zambia	re-
cently	sprayed	about	10,397	hectares	 in	Western,	Central	and	
Southern	provinces,	resulting	in	an	estimated	95	per	cent	reduc-
tion	in	AML	population	in	those	regions.		

However,	 populations	 rose	 again	 as	 locusts	migrated	 in	 from	
neighbouring	countries	-Botswana,	Namibia,	Zambia	and	Zim-
babwe,	where	its	also	threatening	food	security.

“We	have	since	engaged	the	relevant	authorities	in	Namibia	who	

Cross-border locusts interventions needed - 
Katambo

A have	confirmed	to	us	that	they	have	commenced	the	spraying	
on	their	side	of	the	border.	

“We	intend	to	call	for	a	meeting	with	the	Namibian	authorities	to	
coordinate	our	control	efforts.	A	response	is	awaited	from	Bo-
tswana	and	other	neighbours	on	the	need	to	jointly	control	the	
outbreak	along	the	borders,”	said	Katambo.

In	addition	to	interventions	at	the	individual	state	level	to	fight	the	
locusts,	 there	 is	 also	 a	US$500,000	 international	 effort	 spear-
headed	by	the	United	Nations	Food	and	Agriculture	Organisa-
tion,	and	the	International	Red	Locust	Control	Service	(IRLCS).

A	major	plague	occurred	from	1891	to	1903,	followed	by	another	
that	 lasted	 from	1928	 to	1941.	For	many	years	after	 that,	 the	
African	migratory	locust	was	in	recession,	before	another	major	
outbreak	lasted	from	2003	to	2005,	causing	crop	losses	worth	
US$2,5	billion.	

General News
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General News

	 uropean	Union	has	launched	a	
	 25.9	million	Euros	fund	aimed	
	 at	 supporting	 smallholder	 farm-
ers	in	the	agri-business.

According	 to	 communiqué	 from	EU,	 the	
monies	 will	 assist	 smallholder	 farmers’	
endevours	to	create	decent	employment	
opportunities	for	women	and	youth.

The	 beneficiaries	 will	 be	 awarded	 the	
funds	 through	 an	 Enterprise	 Zambian	
Challenge	 Fund	 after	 demonstrating	 an	
innovative	enterprise,	with	potential	to	the	
smallholder	 farmers’	 commercialization	
and	 better	 integration	 into	 sustainable	
value	chains.

EU launches enterprises competition to 
prop up agri-businesses

E The	project	 is	part	of	 the	EU	support	 to	
Zambia’s	 Smallholder	 Farmers	 Program	
supported	by	Gorta-Self-Help	Africa	and	
Imani	Development	Limited,	expected	to	
increase	smallholder	 farmers’	opportuni-
ties	in	agriculture,	agroforestry,	and	aqua-
culture	value	chains.

Jacek	 Jankowski,	 EU	 Ambassador	 to	
Zambia	 pledged	 the	 organization’s	 con-
tinued	 support	 to	 Zambia	 amid	 the	
COVID-19	pandemic.

“Zambia	 has	 a	 potential	 to	 not	 only	 get	
smallholder	 farmers	 out	 of	 subsistence	
level	 but	 also	 become	 players	 that	 pro-
mote	and	benefit	from	more	sustainable,	
less	carbon-intensive	and	climate	change	

resilient	agri-food	systems,”	he	said	in	the	
release.	He	said	 the	new	funds	will	sup-
port	the	private	sector	to	leverage	invest-
ments	for	stronger	market	integration	and	
to	 improve	 cooperation	 for	 sustainable	
value	chain	development.

Gorta-Self-Help	Africa’s	Country	Director	
in	Zambia	Elia	Manda	said	the	intention	of	
the	fund	is	to	see	small	and	medium-sized	
enterprises	and	smallholder	farmers	tran-
sition	 to	 greener	 and	 more	 sustainable	
agri-food	systems	and	tackling	the	chal-
lenge	 presented	 by	 COVID-19	 provides	
an	 opportunity	 to	 generate	 employment	
opportunities,	particularly	for	women	and	
youth.		
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	 .S	based	African	Fertilizer	and	
	 Agribusiness	Partnership	(AFAP)	
	 and	 fertilizer	 producer	 African	
Green	 Resources	 are	 aiding	 the	 fight	
against	COVID-19.

The	 companies’	 $40	 million	 partnership	
is	focusing	on	providing	farmers	in	Zam-
bia	and	East	Africa	 resources	necessary	
to	 shield	 nations	 against	 food	 insecurity	
as	well	as	bolster	crop	production	in	the	
wake	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.

The	 new	 partnership	 between	 the	 AFAP	
and	African	Green	Resources	brings	relief	
and	hope	to	these	struggling	small-scale	
farmers.	 The	 $40	million	 investment	 will	
be	used	to	secure	credit-lines	for	farmers	
to	purchase	supplies	as	well	as	effective	
fertilizer	training.	

Moreover,	 the	 AFAP	 has	 committed	 to	
not	 just	being	a	catalyst	on	 the	financial	
side	but	also	an	advisement	resource	for	
farmers	and	companies	on	bigger	picture	
business	 strategies.	 The	 AFAP	 is	 fight-

Fertilizer companies join COVID-19 fight

U ing	 COVID-19	 in	 Zambia	 with	 proactive	
measures	 that	aim	to	 tackle	 the	national	
issues	rising	due	to	the	pandemic.

The	joint	venture	will	reach	250,000	sub-
sistence	farmers,	aiming	to	bolster	maize	
production.	 The	program	 is	 projected	 to	
feed	10	million	people	across	Zambia	and	
Southern	 Africa,	 providing	 food	 security	
to	 Zambia’s	most	 impoverished	 popula-
tions.	

Supporting	 small	 and	 medium-sized	
maize	 farmers	 is	 especially	 crucial	 in	
Zambia	 as	 93	 percent	 of	 the	 country’s	
yield	 is	 provided	 by	 these	 family	 farms.	
The	maize	industry	in	Zambia	in	the	2019	
to	 2020	marketing	 season	 increased	 by	
69	percent	and	is	expected	to	increase	by	
five	 percent	 next	 year,	 underscoring	 the	
importance	of	supporting	this	industry.

The	ultimate	goal	of	AFAP	 is	 to	connect	
all	of	its	African	partners	with	the	broader	
global	 agriculture	 market,	 allowing	 rural	
farmers	the	opportunity	to	maximize	their	

profits	 on	 a	world	 stage.	 The	 social	 en-
terprise	 looks	 to	 improve	 the	 livelihoods	
of	farmers	while	also	supporting	the	local	
and	national	economies.

The	 main	 objectives	 of	 their	 strategy	
are	 “food	 security,	 income,	 job	 creation	
and	 agriculture	 contribution	 to	 nation-
al	 GDPs,”	 underlining	 the	 organization’s	
transformative	goals.	

Now,	 with	 the	 global	 pandemic,	 AFAP	
is	 expanding	 its	 mission	 to	 fighting	
COVID-19	in	Zambia	and	joining	the	glob-
al	COVID-19	response	and	relief	efforts.

General News
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	 eed	manufacturing	company	
	 Lake	Agriculture	has	
	 commenced	exporting	seeds	to	
Mozambique	on	a	pilot	project.

The	 USAID-funded	 Feed	 the	 Future	
Southern	Africa	Seed	Trade	Project	was	
awarded	 to	 Lake	Agriculture	 to	 produce	
and	export	200	metric	tons	of	 improved,	
high-quality	hybrid	maize	seed,	under	the	
SADC	Harmonised	Seed	Regulatory	Sys-
tem	(HSRS).	

With	 a	 joint	 investment	 of	 K3.7	 million	
($185,000)	 and	 strict	 adherence	 to	 the	
regional	 guidelines,	 the	 emerging	 seed	
company	 will	 ultimately	 produced	 250	
metric	 tons	 of	 high-quality	 seed	 valued	
at	K7.6	million	($381,000),	yielding	a	380	
percent	return	on	the	USAID	investment.	

Of	 the	 total	amount	produced,	216	met-
ric	tons	are	being	exported	to	seed	defi-
cit	Mozambique,	while	 the	 remaining	 34	

Seed export project gathers momentum 

S metric	 tons	of	 improved	maize	 seed	will	
be	 sold	 on	 the	 local	 Zambian	 market.	
“Through	 our	 Seed	 Trade	 Project,	 we	
are	 supporting	 the	 SADC	 Secretariat	 to	
harmonize	 the	 national	 seed	 legislation	
across	all	16	Member	States	with	the	re-
gional	guidelines,”	said	USAID	Economic	
Officer	Director	Adam	Norikane.	

Norikane	said	due	to	Zambia	 is	uniquely	
positioned	to	provide	the	ideal	seeds	for	
this	inaugural	export.

He	said	the	pilot	project	allows	for	mean-
ingful	 market	 competition,	 which	 ulti-
mately	benefits	farmers,	and	plays	a	ma-
jor	role	in	moving	nations	forward	on	their	
path	to	self-reliance.	

Lake	 Agriculture	 received	 the	 USAID	
grant	 in	December	 2019,	 in	 time	 for	 the	
2019/2020	 agricultural	 season.	 Through	
its	 local	 partner,	 QualiBasic	 Seed	 Com-
pany,	 Lake	 Agricultures	 planted	 over	 50	

hectares	of	Lake	601	seed	variety	in	Lilayi	
and	 Mkushi,	 and	 received	 regular	 field	
inspections	 from	 the	 Zambian	 Nation-
al	Seed	Authority,	 the	Seed	Control	 and	
Certification	Institute,	throughout	the	pro-
cess.	To	ensure	 full	compliance	with	 the	
SADC	 HSRS,	 seed	 inspectors	 regularly	
sampled	and	tested	the	crop	and	certified	
it	met	the	regional	standards.

“As	 a	 small	 seed	 producer,	 we	 found	 it	
difficult	 to	 break	 into	 the	 Zambian	 seed	
market.	 With	 the	 close	 partnership	 be-
tween	us	and	USAID’s	Seed	Trade	Proj-
ect,	we	 received	 valuable	 assistance	 on	
how	to	implement	the	guidelines	and	now	
feel	like	we	can	be	a	viable	player	in	this	
market,”	 said	 Lake	Agriculture’s	Manag-
ing	Director	Mike	Jackson.	

“This	experience	has	not	only	shown	us	a	
path	forward,	but	it	has	opened	doors	to	
many	other	markets	 and	helped	us	pro-
duce	more	high-quality	seed.”	

General News
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	 espite	coronavirus-related	
	 lockdowns,	travel	and	transport	
	 restrictions,	 Sudan	 has	 just	 re-
corded	its	largest	wheat	harvest.	

According	 to	Sudanese	officials,	 the	na-
tion	 saw	 a	 wheat	 production	 level	 of	 a	
1.115	 million-ton	 harvest	 from	 315,500	
hectares	of	farmland.	That’s	quite	an	im-
provement	from	just	five	years	ago,	when	
farmers	 in	Sudan	working	about	a	quar-
ter-million	hectares	of	land	harvested	just	
472,000	tons	of	the	grain.

Development	experts	and	economists	say	
the	nation	is	on	the	path	to	become	Afri-
ca’s	 next	 wheat-sourcing	 breadbasket,	
and	 Sudanese	 farmers	 and	 government	
leaders	 are	 crediting	 the	 African	 Devel-
opment	 Bank’s	 Technologies	 for	 African	
Agricultural	 Transformation	 program,	 or	
TAAT,	for	delivering	the	latest	technology	
of	heat-tolerant	wheat	varieties	to	Suda-
nese	wheat	farmers	at	scale.

“Now,	we	consistently	have	good	quality	
wheat	and	in	record	numbers,”	says	Su-
dan	 farmer	 Daf’Allah	 Mohamed	 Ahmed,	

Sudan’s records largest wheat harvest 

D one	 of	 more	 than	 1,400	 farmers	 and	
stakeholders	taking	part	in	the	TAAT	pro-
gram.
During	 a	 recent	 visit	 by	 top-level	 Suda-
nese	Ministry	of	Agriculture	officials,	 the	
Bank’s	 Director	 for	 Agriculture	 and	 rep-
resentatives	 from	 TAAT	 implementing	
partner	 the	 International	Center	 for	Agri-
cultural	Research	in	Dry	Areas	(ICARDA),	
Ahmed	strolled	through	lush	green	wheat	
friends,	 gesturing	 for	 the	 cameras	 while	
describing	his	agribusiness	success.

“My	wheat	yield	increased	from	2.5	tons,	
to	5	tons,”	Ahmed	says,	with	a	big-bellied	
laugh	and	grinning	from	ear	to	ear.

Introduced	 in	 2017	 and	 adopted	by	Su-
dan	in	the	2017/2018	wheat	season,	TAAT	
is	helping	the	country	to	boost	yields	and	
become	 self-sufficient	 in	 wheat	 by	 de-
ploying	productivity-enhancing	technolo-
gies.	 TAAT	aims	 to	 raise	 food	output	 by	
100	million	tons	and	lift	40	million	people	
out	 of	 poverty	 by	 2025,	 by	 harnessing	
high-impact,	proven	technologies	to	raise	
productivity,	mitigate	 risks,	 and	promote	
diversification	and	processing.

Sudan’s	 bold	 ambition	 could	 be	 achiev-
able.	 Agriculture	 makes	 up	 40	 percent	
of	 the	 national	 economy	 and	 occupies	
80	percent	of	the	workforce.	Wheat,	sor-
ghum,	and	millet	provide	more	 than	half	
of	 the	 calories	 consumed	 by	 Sudanese	
people	every	day.

High	temperatures,	often	exceeding	38°C	
during	Sudan’s	short	wheat	growing	sea-
son,	severely	limit	crop	performance	and	
yield,	 while	 climate	 change,	 lower	 and	
inconsistent	yields	inhibit	efforts,	and	se-
verely	reduces	farmers’	incomes.

The	good	news	is	that	advances	 in	crop	
science	mean	that	the	situation	is	chang-
ing.	The	TAAT	Wheat	Compact	is	focusing	
on	accelerated	production	of	high-quali-
ty	 certified	 seeds	of	 heat-tolerant	wheat	
varieties	and	ensuring	they	reach	farmers	
who	need	them.

In	line	with	this	push	for	increased	wheat	
production,	 the	 Sudanese	 government,	
working	with	 ICARDA	and	 the	Bank,	set	
up	eight	innovation	platforms	to	scale	up	
innovative	technologies,	seed	production	

International News
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and	distribution	in	all	of	the	country’s	ma-
jor	wheat	producing	areas.

The	TAAT	scheme	worked	with	more	than	
a	dozen	private	seed	companies	 to	pro-
duce	more	 than	 45,000	 tons	 of	 certified	
wheat	seed	in	2018/19	–	enough	to	cover	
targeted	 wheat	 production	 areas	 in	 the	
country	 with	 high-yielding	 seeds	 better	
suited	to	Sudan’s	hot	climate.

“Sudan	is	optimistically	referred	to	as	an	
awakening	 giant,	 and	 its	 vast	 plains	 are	
seen	by	development	experts	as	a	poten-
tial	bread-basket	to	feed	Africa,”	accord-
ing	to	a	report	by	the	Bank’s	researchers.
TAAT’s	work	has	been	a	critical	and	a	de
fining	moment	in	the	lives	of	15,000	farm-
ers	who	have	benefitted	from	the	program	
through	technology	promotion	field	days.	

Similarly,	 farmers	 like	 Ahmed	 along	 the	
wheat	value	chain	–	44	percent	youth	and	
women	–	at	innovation	platform	sites	have	
been	trained	in	wheat	grain	and	seed	pro-
duction,	value	addition,	and	innovation.

“To	 put	 it	 in	 perspective,	 the	 addition-
al	 production	 will	 make	 Sudan	 100%	
self-sufficient	 in	 wheat	 production	 and	
put	the	country	in	the	top	three	producers	
of	wheat	 on	 the	African	 continent,”	 said	 Martin	 Fregene,	 the	 Bank’s	 Director	 for	

Agriculture	and	Agro-Industry.

Bank	 officials	 say	 successful	 TAAT	 in-
terventions	 in	 Sudan	 are	 not	 unique.	 In	
Ethiopia,	TAAT	funds	are	providing	28,000	
farmers	with	seed	that	can	withstand	the	
lowlands’	 high	 temperatures.	 TAAT	 also	
aims	to	scale	up	heat-tolerant	wheat	pro-
duction	 tenfold,	 creating	 220,000	 jobs	 -	
and	doubling	farmer	incomes.

Zimbabwe	 intends	 to	 leverage	 TAAT	 to	
reach	 more	 farmers,	 as	 well	 as	 drive	
public-private	 partnerships	 and	 attract	
anchor	 investment,	 among	 other	 goals.	
Since	2018,	TAAT	has	paid	for	the	fall	ar-
myworm	 pesticides	 used	 to	 treat	 1,655	
tons	 of	 drought-tolerant	 maize	 seeds.	
More	 than	 165,500	 smallholder	 farmers	
benefited	from	the	treated	seed.

In	Kenya,	TAAT	established	partnerships	
with	28	seed	companies:	through	its	part-
nership	 network,	 the	 TAAT	 Maize	 Com-
pact	recorded	1,003,640	direct	beneficia-
ries	with	climate	smart	maize	hybrids.

The	 freshwaters	of	Democratic	Republic	
of	 Congo	 provided	 opportunity	 for	 the	
TAAT	Aquaculture	Compact	to	help	build	
a	 resilient	 private	 aquaculture	 sector.	
Working	 with	 aquaculture	 SMEs,	 TAAT	
has	impacted	some	2,500	people	working	
in	the	fish	value	chain,	offering	training	in	
best	management	 and	practices	 for	 fish	
feed,	fish	pond	management,	fish	conser-
vation	and	the	production	of	fish	fry.

The	Bank	 is	also	working	with	 the	Zam-
bian	 government,	 seed	 companies	 and	
community	 leaders	 to	 distribute	 pesti-
cide-treated	and	drought-tolerant	wheat,	
maize	and	sorghum	to	farmers.	In	the	last	
two	 years,	 TAAT	 has	 provided	 Zambia	
with	more	 than	28,000	 liters	of	chemical	
used	to	treat	close	to	5,000	tons	of	seed	
that	resists	Fall	Armyworm	infestation.

Close	 to	 half-a-million	 Zambian	 farmers	
have	benefited	from	the	treated	seed.

“We	need	collaborating	partners	such	as	
TAAT,	 to	 come	 in	 and	 compliment	 what	
the	 government	 is	 already	 doing,”	 said	
Alick	 Daka	 Fall,	 Armyworm	 Coordinator	
and	Deputy	Director	of	Zambia’s	Ministry	
of	Agriculture.

These	are	just	a	few	nations	where	TAAT	
interventions	 are	 making	 a	 difference.	
Back	 in	 Sudan,	 agricultural	 transforma-
tion	and	benefits	of	these	new	innovations	
are	set	to	be	felt	beyond	Sudan’s	borders.	
In	the	next	season,	Sudan	is	expected	to	
generate	a	surplus	of	seed	that	could	help	
farmers	in	countries	with	similar	climates,	
such	 as	Nigeria,	Mali,	 Niger,	 and	Mauri-
tania.

Beyond	 helping	 farmers	 like	 Ahmed	 in	
wheat	 production,	 TAAT	 has	 helped	 to	
increase	yields	in	local	staples,	including	
maize,	 rice,	 wheat,	 cassava,	 high-iron	
beans,	 sorghum,	 millet,	 orange-fleshed	
sweet	potatoes	as	well	 as	 livestock	and	
fish.	
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	 he	debate	on	the	impending	sale	
	 of	Mopani	Copper	Mines	(MCM)	
	 by	Glencoe	 yet	 again	 brings	 to	
the	fore	the	need	for	heavy	investment	in	
the	mining	sector.

Zambia,	having	been	dependent	on	min-
ing	 over	 the	 years,	 needs	 more	 invest-
ment	 to	ensure	growth,	although	 the	 re-
serves	are	dwindling.

But	even	as	stakeholders	debate	the	ca-
pability	by	ZCCM-IH	 to	 take	over	MCM,	
they	should	exercise	caution	not	 to	 take	
away	the	attention	from	agriculture,	which	
is	 another	 important	 sector	 in	 the	coun-
try’s	economy.

There	 is	no	doubt	that	 the	 Industrial	De-
velopment	Corporation	 (IDC)	 role	 is	 cru-
cial	to	the	future	of	the	mine.

But	even	as	another	foreign	investor	may	
want	 to	 invest	 in	 the	mine,	 the	 financial	
challenges	in	the	mines	should	provide	an	
impetus	to	invest	in	agriculture.

Nevertheless,	agriculture	is	a	sector	which	

Let us prioritise agriculture

T does	not	need	foreign	investors	given	the	
country’s	conducive	climate,	soil	and	the	
abundant	water	–	rain,	surface	and	under-
ground.

Currently,	 food	security	and	high	cost	of	
foodstuffs	worldwide	is	a	source	of	worry,	
especially	 following	 the	 outbreak	 of	 the	
coronavirus	disease.

Fortunately	 for	Zambia,	 our	worry	 is	 not	
the	lack	of	availability	but	rather	the	cost	
of	it.

Given	the	abundance	of	land,	agriculture	
in	Zambia	is	a	sector	requiring	low	invest-
ment,	 which	 is	 why	 attention	 should	 be	
paid	to	this	sector	even	as	the	country	still	
grapples	with	the	issue	of	mines.

Any	person	regardless	of	status	can	par-
ticipate	in	agriculture	because	it	does	not	
require	 foreign	direct	 investment	and	 re-
quires	a	short	period	for	a	turnaround.

Therefore,	 as	 the	Ministry	of	Mines,	ZC-
CM-IH	and	IDC	consider	the	way	forward	
for	MCM,	stakeholders	 in	 the	agriculture	

sector	should	continue	to	refocus	on	how	
best	to	sustain	bumper	harvests	and	keep	
farmers	in	business	throughout	the	year.

Farmers	should	not	 lose	focus	regarding	
looking	 at	 heavy	 investments	 which	 are	
akin	to	mines	such	as	MCM.

The	farming	community	should	target	that	
which	 is	easy	and	well	placed.	 It	should	
also	be	borne	in	mind	that	the	agriculture	
sector	takes	care	of	everything.

Fortunately	 for	 Zambia,	 the	 market	 for	
agricultural	 produce	 is	 readily	 available	
internally	and	across	the	borders.

“The	first	market	is	ourselves	because	we	
all	need	food,	unlike	copper	which	is	be-
yond	our	need	because	the	price	is	deter-
mined	by	 other	 people,”	 Aaron	Chungu,	
a	farmer	in	Chongwe’s	Njolwe	area,	says.
Across	the	borders,	there	is	a	ready	mar-
ket	in	Angola,	Botswana,	the	Democratic	
Republic	of	Congo	and	Namibia.

Whatever	we	 aspire	 to	 cherish	 as	 a	 na-
tion	can	be	 realised	 from	 the	agriculture	
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sector	like	Israel,	a	predominantly	desert	
country	which	has	continued	to	thrive	on	
agriculture.

What	 Zambia	 needs	 is	 continue	 hyping	
the	agriculture	sector	and	continue	re-fo-
cusing	our	attention	on	 it.	 It	can	give	us	
more	benefits	 from	what	we	 are	 looking	
for	in	other	sectors.

While	copper	has	been	the	mainstay	of	our	
economy	for	decades,	it	has	also	proved	
to	be	a	wasting	asset,	 just	 like	gold	and	
other	precious	minerals	we	have.

Mr	Chungu	 feels	 that	 had	Zambia	given	
the	agriculture	sector	the	attention	it	has	
given	 to	 the	 mines,	 this	 country	 would	
have	been	reaping	in	leaps	and	bounds.
“This	is	a	critical	moment	were	getting	in-
vestors	is	difficult.	Economies	are	closing	
down	 due	 to	 COVID-19.	We	 don’t	 have	
money	 to	 harness	 copper.	 We	 have	 to	
look	 for	 an	 investor	 who	 dictates	 terms	
whereas,	 in	 the	agriculture	sector,	bene-
fits	are	huge,”	Mr	Chungu	says.

COVID-19	has	taught	us	 lessons	to	take	
forward.

When	South	Africa	 shut	 its	 borders,	 the	
airspace	closed,	shelves	in	our	supermar-

kets	 were	 empty	 because	 the	 imported	
stuff	was	no	longer	there	just	at	the	onset	
of	COVID-19.

Some	processed	products	such	as	man-
go	 from	 Egypt	 disappeared	 from	 the	
shelves	 all	 because	 we	 have	 neglected	
value	 addition.	 We	 have	 plenty	 of	 it	 in	
Western	Province	and	other	parts	of	 the	
country.

However,	 it	 is	 encouraging	 to	 note	 that	
Trade	Kings	and	other	companies	are	tak-
ing	the	lead	in	the	production	of	fruit	juic-
es	 in	 the	country.	Zambia	can	no	 longer	
depend	on	other	countries	for	fruit	juices.

Neighbouring	 countries’	 supermarkets	
can	now	be	filled	with	Zambian	products.
As	the	government	works	round	the	clock	
to	stimulate	the	economy,	the	agriculture	
sector	should	not	be	ignored.

Now	 is	 the	 time	 to	flood	 farms	and	gar-
dens	with	high-value	crops	such	as	citrus	
fruits	 and	 avocado	 and	 reduce	 depen-
dence	on	maize.

Let	us	also	grow	more	vegetables	and	tar-
get	the	export	market.

We	have	underrated	the	agriculture	sector	

for	a	long	time	now.

I	 am	glad	 the	Ministry	 of	 Education	 has	
taken	a	proactive	approach	by	elevating	
STEM	with	production	units	being	at	the	
core	of	the	re-orientation.

This,	however,	 should	be	backed	by	 the	
allocation	of	more	resources	to	STEM.

This	is	because	even	when	we	run	out	of	
copper	 reserves,	 agriculture	 will	 remain	
our	 mainstay	 and	 people	 will	 continue	
eating.

Time	 is	 now	 to	 begin	 re-thinking	 about	
the	whole	model	of	our	development.	It	is	
about	feeding	ourselves.

Zambia	should	re-engineer	the	economic	
agenda	by	placing	agriculture	as	the	ba-
sis	for	the	future.

The	 government	 should	 prioritise	
agro-processing	 and	 deploy	 the	 current	
outbreak	 of	 empowerment	 opportunities	
in	cottage	industries	in	rural	areas	where	
there	is	so	much	agro	produce.

Investing	 and	 prioritising	 agriculture	 will	
meet	 the	 same	 expectations	 we	 want	
from	copper	and	gold.
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	 ears	have	hit	Zambia	as	the	
	 devastating	fungal	pathogen,	
	 Wheat	 Blast,	 has	 been	 con-
firmed	 to	have	been	 identified	 in	 the	 re-
gion.	

This	is	the	first	time	that	fungal	pathogens	
have	been	identified	in	Africa	and	experts	
fear	that	fungal	pathogens	will	spread	to	
other	 African	 countries,	 threatening	 the	
production	of	wheat.

It	 could	 have	 been	 blown	 in	 by	wind	 or	
transported	by	infected	crop	residue	and	
maybe	 seeds—the	 exact	mode	 of	 intro-
duction	 remains	 debated.	 But	 the	 evi-
dence	 for	 the	 presence	 of	 wheat	 blast	
is	 indisputable:	 the	 devastating	 fungal	
pathogen	 is	 now	 in	 Zambia,	 its	 first	 ap-
pearance	in	Africa.

“The	 detection	 of	 the	 disease	 in	 Africa	
is	 alarming,”	 Tarekegn	 Terefe,	 a	 wheat	
pathologist	 at	 South	 Africa’s	 Agriculture	
Research	 Council	 -	 Small	 Grain	 Insti-
tute,	tells	The	Scientist.	The	disease	is	so	
deadly	 it	can	cause	yield	 losses	of	more	
than	70	per	cent	on	susceptible	cultivars,	
he	says.

“The	detection	of	 the	disease	 in	Zambia	
puts	 southern	 African	 wheat-producing	
countries—South	Africa,	Zimbabwe,	and	
Malawi—at	high	risk,”	Terefe	explains.	

Previous	 studies	 have	 documented	 the	
occurrence	 of	 similar	 wheat	 fungal	 dis-
eases	 in	 Zambia,	 Zimbabwe,	 and	South	
Africa,	“indicating	the	possibility	of	inocu-
lum	exchange	between	these	countries.”	

It	was	during	the	2018	rainy	season,	which	
occurs	 from	 November	 to	 March	 when	
symptoms	of	wheat	blast	first	appeared	in	
experimental	plots	and	small-scale	farms	
in	the	Mpika	district	of	Muchinga	province	
in	 northern	 Zambia.	 Farmers	 observed	
that	the	infected	wheat	heads,	or	spikes,	
failed	to	produce	grain	or	yielded	stunted	
grain.	Some	diseased	leaves	had	gray	or	
tan	necrotic	lesions	with	dark	borders	that	
often	looked	similar	to	lesions	caused	by	
other	plant	diseases.	

Scientists	were	certain	 it	could	not	have	
been	Fusarium	head	blight	 (FHB),	which	
already	 exists	 in	 Zambia	 and	 whose	
symptoms—bleached	 spikes	 with	 green	
tips—are	 very	 different,	 says	 Batiseba	
Tembo,	a	wheat	breeder	at	the	Mt.	Maku-

Wheat Blast detection threatens wheat 
production

F

Insights & Analysis
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lu	Central	Research	Station,	run	by	Zam-
bia	Agriculture	Research	 Institute	 (ZARI).	
“This	 triggered	 the	 suspicion	 of	 involve-
ment	 of	 pathogens	 other	 than	 Fusarium	
graminearum,”	she	adds.	

Tembo’s	 team	collected	samples	 for	 fur-
ther	 investigation	 at	 ZARI’s	 laboratory.	
“We	had	to	make	sure	what	 it	was,”	she	
says.

Now,	Tembo	and	her	colleagues	are	cer-
tain.	Through	pathological	and	molecular	
tests	in	Zambia	and	at	the	US	Department	
of	Agriculture,	they	confirmed	that	wheat	
blast,	caused	by	the	fungus	Magnaporthe	
oryzae	pathotype	Triticum	 (MoT),	 is	 now	
a	disease	 in	Africa.	They	published	 their	
results	in	PLOS	ONE	on	September	21.

Research	 is	now	underway	 to	determine	
how	the	fungus	came	to	Zambia	and	how	

it	 might	 make	 its	 way	 to	 other	 African	
countries	soon.

Wheat	 blast	 was	 first	 reported	 in	 Para-
na,	Brazil,	in	1985.	The	disease	gradually	
spread	 to	 other	 South	 American	 coun-
tries	 including	Bolivia	 in	 1996,	Paraguay	
in	 2002,	 and	 Argentina	 in	 2007.	 It	 later	
surfaced	 in	Bangladesh	 in	2016	where	 it	
affected	 15,000	 hectares	 of	 wheat	 and	
destroyed	90	percent	of	the	yields.

The	Bangladesh	Agricultural	Research	In-
stitute	(BARI)	collaborated	with	the	Inter-
national	 Maize	 and	Wheat	 Improvement	
Center	 (CIMMYT)	 and	 researchers	 from	
nearly	 a	 dozen	 institutions	worldwide	 to	
develop	a	long-term,	sustainable	solution.	
In	 2017,	 they	 released	BARI	Gom	 33,	 a	
blast-resistant,	 high-yielding,	 zinc-forti-
fied	wheat	variety.	

“It	is	encouraging	a	resistant	cultivar	was	
found	and	being	adopted	in	Bangladesh,	
but,	 finding	 one	 or	 a	 few	 resistant	 culti-
vars	will	 not	 bring	 a	 lasting	 solution	be-
cause	 the	 blast	 pathogen	 is	 variable,”	
says	Terefe.	Already,	a	highly	aggressive	
isolate	 of	MoT,	 called	B-71,	 collected	 in	
2012	 from	Okinawa,	Bolivia,	can	bypass	
the	resistance	of	BARI	Gom	33,	which	is	
conferred	 by	 a	 gene	 called	 2NS,	 Terefe	
says,	citing	a	recent	study	chronicling	the	
evolution	 of	 wheat	 blast.	 Searching	 for	
new	 resistance	 sources	 and	 using	 them	
in	 breeding	 is	 a	 continuous	 process,	 he	
adds.

This	 year,	 Bangladesh	 released	 another	
wheat	blast–resistant	variety,	WMRI	Gom	
3,	which	also	 relies	upon	2NS	 for	wheat	
blast	resistance.	To	increase	the	durability	
of	resistant	cultivars,	says	Terefe,	a	com-
bination	of	two	or	more	resistant	genes	in	
one	cultivar	is	recommended.	

Areas	 where	 wheat	 production	 is	 done	
in	warm	 and	 humid	 conditions,	 such	 as	
Zambia	and	Ethiopia,	Africa’s	main	wheat	
producer,	 are	 vulnerable	 to	 wheat	 blast,	
says	 Pawan	 Singh,	 a	 co-author	 of	 the	
study	and	a	senior	scientist	and	the	head	
of	wheat	pathology	at	CIMMYT.	

“Several	varieties	with	wheat	blast	resis-
tance	developed	in	countries	with	similar	
wheat	growing	conditions	as	Zambia	can	
be	a	possible	temporary	solution,	but	lo-
cal	testing	of	germplasm	needs	to	be	per-
formed	 to	 identify	 the	 best-bet	 variety,”	
he	tells	The	Scientist.	

He	 adds	 that	 other	 strategies	 are	 also	
available.	 Wheat	 blast	 occurs	 during	
warm	 and	 humid	 weather,	 so	 “if	 you	
change	 the	 date	 of	 planting	 your	 crops,	
heading	time	may	not	be	at	the	same	time	
when	 maximum	 vulnerability	 for	 wheat	
blast	exists,”	says	Singh.	

For	 crop	 rotation,	 if	 farmers	 switch	 be-
tween	plants	 that	are	host	 to	MoT,	such	
as	wheat,	barley,	and	triticale	(a	hybrid	of	
wheat	 and	 rye),	 then	 inoculum	 build-up	
will	 continue,	 but	 if	 they	 cycle	 between	
wheat	 and	 invulnerable	 crops,	 such	 as	
chickpea	and	rice,	they	can	help	manage	
the	disease	development,	Singh	says.

Bateno	Kabeto	Leramo,	crop	production	
expert	 at	 the	 United	 Nation’s	 Food	 and	
Agriculture	Organization	in	Ethiopia,	says	
there	have	not	been	any	reports	of	wheat	
blast	in	east	Africa,	including	in	Ethiopia.

“This	is	a	new	disease	and	it	calls	for	an	
immediate	 brainstorming	 meeting	 with	
wheat	stakeholders	 to	 identify	 long-term	
and	sustainable	control	measures	to	alle-
viate	the	blast	problem,”	says	Tembo.



                                                                                                                                                                          19 www.agribusinesszambia.com                 Zambian Agribusiness Magazine   |   October - December 2020

	 GCO,	a	worldwide	manufacturer	
	 and	distributor	of	agricultural	
	 equipment	and	solutions,	report-
ed	 its	 results	 for	 the	 third	quarter	ended	
Sept.	 30,	 2020.	 Net	 sales	 for	 the	 third	
quarter	 were	 approximately	 $2.5	 billion,	
an	increase	of	approximately	18.4	percent	
compared	to	the	third	quarter	of	2019.	

Excluding	 unfavorable	 currency	 trans-
lation	 impacts	 of	 approximately	 1.6	 per-
cent,	net	sales	in	the	third	quarter	of	2020	
increased	approximately	20	percent	com-
pared	to	the	third	quarter	of	2019.

“Harvests	 are	 progressing	 ahead	 of	
schedule	in	the	northern	hemisphere	and	
global	crop	production	is	on	track	for	a	re-
cord	year	despite	the	ongoing	COVID-19	
pandemic,”	 said	 Martin	 Richenhagen,	
AGCO’s	 Chairman,	 president	 and	 chief	
executive	officer.	

The	fleet	age	for	large	equipment	remains	
extended	as	replacement	demand	contin-
ues	to	be	deferred	in	the	North	American	

AGCO reports total sales up 18.4% in Q3

A market.	 Industry	 retail	 sales	 in	 Western	
Europe	decreased	in	the	first	nine	months	
of	2020	due	primarily	to	COVID-19	related	
production	constraints.	

Market	demand	was	weakest	in	the	Unit-
ed	Kingdom,	France	and	Spain,	and	was	
partially	 offset	 by	 growth	 in	 Germany	
which	 has	 benefited	 from	 tax	 incentives	
during	2020.	The	negative	impact	of	low-
er	wheat	harvests	across	most	of	West-
ern	 Europe	 was	 mostly	 offset	 by	 stron-
ger	grain	export	demand	and	supportive	
wheat	prices.	

European	dairy	and	 livestock	 fundamen-
tals	have	stabilized	after	weakening	earli-
er	in	the	year.	South	America	industry	re-
tail	tractor	sales	increased	during	the	first	
nine	months	of	2020,	with	growth	in	Brazil	
and	 Argentina	 partially	 offset	 by	 weak-
er	demand	in	the	smaller	South	America	
markets.	

Strong	crop	productions	in	Brazil	and	Ar-
gentina,	 as	 well	 as	 favorable	 exchange	

rates	are	supporting	positive	economics.	

“Farmers	 are	 replacing	 their	 aged	 fleet	
following	 years	 of	 soft	 demand	 due	 to	
economic	weakness	and	challenging	po-
litical	environments.”

Companies & Markets



 20                                                                                                                                                                                                             Zambian Agribusiness Magazine   |   October - December 2020                           www.agribusinesszambia.com

Long distance cross-border transport ers 
from Namibia to and from Angola, 
DRC, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswa na, 
Mozambique and South Africa.
The mission of Nel Snel Transport CC is 
to be the most reliable transporter in the 
country and we therefore aim to be the 
preferred transporter in the market.

(being central to the coast, the  
capi tal and en-route to the north) we 
are in the perfect spot to be of service 
to other trucking companies and expand 
business as whole.

Mobile: 00264 81 122 8141 l Tel: 00264 64 570 157 
Email: nsadmin@nelsneltransport.co.na  
P.O. Box: 325, Omaruru, Namibia, No. 459, Aloe Street, Omaruru

	 outh	African	and	Zimbabwe-based	Agricultural	
	 Investment	Firm	has	announced	today	that	they	
	 will	 be	 expanding	 into	 Zambia	 by	 launching	
Growspaces	its	Urban	Farming	initiative	that	aims	to	set	
up	and	run	professional	urban	farms	in	Zambia.

In	light	of	recent	global	events	caused	by	the	coronavirus	
that	has	caused	major	disruptions	in	the	local	and	Global	
Food	Supply	chains,	Farmvest	has	taken	up	the	initiative	
to	help	meet	the	growing	demands	of	fresh	produce	by	
the	urban	population	and	the	goal	is	to	have	professional-
ly	run	urban	farms	close	to	all	major	cities	in	the	next	few	
years,	this	will	help	also	reduce	demand	on	rural	farmers	
to	focus	on	more	lucrative	cash	crops
	
According	 to	 the	WHO	because	of	 the	 fast-growing	ur-
ban	Populations	a	lot	of	people	living	in	cities	are	not	able	
to	access	Fresh,	Healthy,	and	Organic	produce.	There	is	
a	 growing	 number	 of	 cases	of	 diseases	 related	 to	 bad	
diet	and	eating	foods	with	too	many	chemicals	and	Pes-
ticides.
	
“We	 aim	 to	 only	 grow	 organic	 food	 using	 Biofertilizers	
and	natural	 nutrients	at	our	urban	 farms,	 the	big	 focus	
is	 on	 healthy,	 affordable,	 and	 natural	 produce.	We	 will	
be	contracting	growing	Produce	on	behalf	of	individuals,	
retailers,	 and	 restaurants	 and	we	will	 also	 have	 secure	
allotment	spaces	available	for	people	to	come	and	grow	
their	own	food.	

“In	 light	of	 recent	global	events,	 there	 is	now	a	greater	
emphasis	for	people	to	 living	and	maintaining	a	healthy	
lifestyle.	A	lot	of	diseases	are	caused	by	poor	diets.		We	
want	to	bring	affordable	and	healthy	food	to	the	masses	
and	by	launching	the	urban	farms	we	believe	that	that’s	
the	first	Step”	–	Michael	Matope	Founder	of	Farmvest.
	
Farmvest	is	planning	on	launching	the	first	Growspaces	
Urban	Farm	in	Lusaka	on	the	1st	June	2020	and	has	al-
ready	secured	the	land	some	20km	from	the	CBD.	

Inline	 with	 Farmvest	 model	 they	 have	 opened	 up	 the	
possibility	 for	 people	 to	 become	 investment	 partners	
and	have	already	received	significant	amounts	of	interest	
from	people	who	are	looking	to	invest
	
Farmvest	is	finalizing	the	process	of	registration	with	rele-
vant	authorities	in	Zambia,	they	are	also	in	talks	to	secure	
further	 sites	 in	Major	 cities	 throughout	 the	country	and	
hope	to	help	shape	the	future	of	urban	farming	in	Zambia.
	

Farmvest launches growspaces

S

Companies & Markets
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Ctrack agri tracking solutions allow farmers to 
grow their businesses

Feature

	 track’s	agri	solutions	help	
	 farmers	save	on	costs	and	
	 improve	 performance	 through	
better	 planning	 and	decision	making	 re-
gardless	of	crop	type,	farm	or	fleet	size.	

By	 providing	 critical	 information	 about	
your	equipment,	you	can	efficiently	man-
age	your	assets,	time	and	money	invest-
ment.	

Our	 suite	 of	 GPS	 tracking	 devices	 are	
built	for	the	often	rough	and	remote	con-
ditions	in	South	Africa	so	you	can	rest	as-
sured	that	your	agricultural	equipment	will	
always	be	properly	monitored.

Ctrack’s Agri solution allows you to 
gain visibility of:		 	 	
	
•	Machine	usage	(operating	hours)
•	Pattern	of	use	(direction	when	used)	
•	Machine	distance	(kilometers)
•	Service	schedules
•	Integrated	peripherals

The	 type	of	assets	we	can	 track	 include	
harvesters,	 tractors,	 trailers,	 sprayers,	
loaders,	hedgers,	balers,	conveyors,	and	
more.

By	creating	virtual	fences	around	areas	of	
your	operation,	you	can	be	advised	when	
your	assets	enter,	 leave	or	stay	at	 these	
locations.

Increase	 your	 operations	 efficiency	 by	
utilizing	GPS-based	systems	to	more	effi-
ciently	locate	and	retrieve	assets.

With	 real	 time	 visibility,	 proactive	 noti-
fications,	 infographic	 for	 accurate	 and	
decisive	decision	making,	means	an	opti-
mised	and	efficient	asset	utilisation.

Through	 detailed	 reports,	 you	 can	 see	
how	 your	 machinery	 is	 being	 used	 and	
schedule	maintenance	via	proactive	noti-
fications	and	reports.

The	Ctrack	Agri	Solution	 can	be	config-
ured	with	various	types	of	hardware	and	

C

software	platforms	that	will	suit	your	spe-
cific	needs	and	budget.	

Intelligent	 configuration	 allows	 extreme	
granular	reporting	to	provide	the	data	re-
quired.

By	 using	 the	 Ctrack	 Online	 application	
it	 is	easy	and	clear	 to	see	where,	when,	
how	and	for	how	long	the	asset	has	been	
used.

Ctrack	offers	you	the	option	of	a	wireless,	
mobile,	compact	and	rechargeable	solu-
tion,	 ensuring	 you	 have	 the	 freedom	 to	
monitor	various	assets,	with	one	tracking	
unit,	when	and	where	you	need	it.

Ctrack’s Agri solution offers the follow-
ing additional benefits and features for 
your operation:

•	Get	a	real-time	alert	should	the	asset	
			leave	the	preferred	area	(geo	zones);
•	Location	management	and	assets	
			associated	with	them	(Points	of	

			Interest);
•	A	graphical	representation	of	asset	ac-
			tivity	in	real-time	(Live	Productivity	
			Dashboard);
•	Live	tracking	and	real-time	alerts	for	
			proactive	asset	management;
•	Potential	asset	theft	or	tampering	alerts
			in	real	time;
•	A	mobile	application	where	asset	
			inspection	checks	can	be	submitted	
			electronically;
•	Fleet	and	asset	activity	visible	from	your
			mobile	device,	even	whilst	on	holiday.

Plough	your	farmland	and	harvest	the	re-
wards	of	your	hard	earned	labour	to	its	full	
potential	with	Ctrack	Agri	Solution.

www.ctrack.co.za / sales@ctrack.co.za 
/ +27 (0)860 333 444

Issued by Wilken Communication 
Management
Tel: 012-4604448
On behalf of Ctrack South Africa



 22                                                                                                                                                                                                             Zambian Agribusiness Magazine   |   October - December 2020                           www.agribusinesszambia.com

	 nce	a	poultry	processor	has	
	 started	processing	industrially,	
	 he	will	 have	 installed	 a	 scalder,	
plucker	and	overhead	conveyor	systems	
for	 the	 killing,	 defeathering	 and	 eviscer-
ation	 processes.	 Growth	 in	 hourly	 ca-
pacities	 will	 involve	 installing	 additional	
equipment.		In	the	case	of	the	killing	and	
defeathering	department,	this	is	straight-
forward	 and	 will	 largely	 involve	 adding	
sections	 to	 the	 scald	 tank	 and	 installing	
more	plucking	capacity.	

Hand tools

Capacity	 increases	 will	 affect	 the	 evis-
ceration	 department	 differently.	 At	 very	
low	 hourly	 throughputs	 all	 evisceration	
operations	 will	 be	 done	 manually	 using	
specialized	hand	 tools.	As	capacities	 in-
crease,	technology	will	begin	to	creep	in.	
Initially,	 this	will	 be	 limited	 to	 the	 use	of	
hand-held	vent	and	lung	guns	to	drill	out	
the	vent	and	to	vacuum	any	residual	lungs	
from	 the	 inside	 of	 the	 hand-eviscerated	
carcass.	

At	a	given	moment,	however,	processing	
plant	management	will	 have	 think	 about	
automating	 the	 evisceration	 process	 it-
self.	This	will	depend	on	a	number	of	fac-
tors	such	as	the	cost	of	labor	and	space	
available.	 As	 capacities	 increase,	 more	
people	 will	 be	 needed	 for	 each	 manual	
process	and	these	people	will	need	space	
in	which	to	work.	

Capacity growth involves the replacement of 
manual labor. The move to automatic 
evisceration.

O Increasing line speeds

The	need	for	more	capacity	will	also	mean	
that	a	processor	is	becoming	established	
in	 his	market	 and	 is	 increasing	 his	 cus-
tomer	base,	thanks	no	doubt	to	a	reputa-
tion	for	good	quality	and	service.	He	will	of	
course	want	to	keep	this.	As	line	speeds	
increase,	 certain	 manual	 evisceration	
operations	 become	 more	 problematical.	
This	 is	 particularly	 true	 of	 removing	 the	
viscera	pack	 from	 the	 carcass.	A	poorly	
eviscerated	carcass	will	spoil	quickly	and,	
if	 edible	giblets	are	damaged	during	 the	
evisceration	process,	they	will	be	unsale-
able	and	revenue	will	be	lost.

Automatic evisceration

At	this	stage,	 the	 installation	of	an	auto-
matic	 eviscerator	makes	 excellent	 com-
mercial	 sense.	 It	 will	 save	 people	 and	
space	and	will	 ensure	 that	 all	 carcasses	
are	cleanly	and	accurately	eviscerated	to	
a	consistent	 standard.	The	Nuova	Core-
Tech	eviscerator	from	Marel	has	been	de-
signed	for	processors	making	the	switch	
from	 manual	 to	 automatic	 evisceration.	
CoreTech	offers	all	the	features	and	bene-
fits	of	Marel’s	well-known,	globally	estab-
lished	Nuova	eviscerator.	For	many	years	
Nuova	 has	 been	 in	 operation	 in	 plants	
across	 the	 globe	 and	 is	 able	 to	 handle	
all	 current	 broiler	 weights	 at	 all	 hourly	
throughputs	 right	 up	 to	 today’s	 highest.	
Where	 CoreTech	 differs	 from	 Nuova	 is	

that	 it	 does	 not	 transfer	 the	 drawn	 vis-
cera	pack	to	a	separate	pack	shackle	but	
deposits	 it	over	the	back	of	the	carcass.	
The	 pack	 is	 then	 suitably	 presented	 for	
efficient	veterinary	inspection,	after	which	
edible	 giblets	 can	 be	 conveniently	 har-
vested	by	hand.	

Grow with needs
CoreTech	will	handle	up	to	6,000	broilers	
per	hour.	As	users	approach	this	through-
put,	 they	 have	 the	 option	 of	 upgrading	
their	 CoreTech	 machine.	 Having	 started	
the	initial	automation	using	10	units,	they	
can	easily	double	this	to	20	units.	Further-
more,	they	have	the	ability	to	transfer	the	
drawn	 viscera	 pack	 to	 a	 separate	 pack	
shackle	 just	 like	a	 standard	Nuova	evis-
cerator.	 Giblets	 can	 then	 be	 harvested	
manually	or	a	start	made	with	automatic	

Any poultry processor anywhere in the world whose business is growing will one day face the deci-
sion to move from manual to automatic evisceration. When this day comes, what are the options?



AUTOMATED BROILER PROCESSING SOLUTIONS

MOVING UP 
TO MATCH 
THE MARKET
For poultry processors who are looking for ways to add value 
to their operations, Marel Poultry can assist in finding the 
exactly right, customized solutions which meet the market 
needs.

• For all process steps in new plants or expansion projects
• For capacities of 500 bph and up
• Semi- to fully automated processing systems
• Personnel training for optimized performance
• Service and spare part support

Contact us to find out more: 
+31 485 586 111 | info.poultry@marel.com
marel.com/poultry

giblet	harvesting	equipment.	CoreTech	is	
an	eviscerator,	which	can	grow	in	line	with	
its	user’s	needs.

Replacing other operations

Once	 hourly	 capacities	 have	 increased	
and	 evisceration	 has	 been	 automated,	
thought	can	be	given	to	replacing	hand-
held	vent	and	lung	guns.	Marel	offers	 its	
combined	 venting	 and	opening	machine	
VOC,	which	drills	out	the	vent	and	applies	
an	 opening	 cut.	 This	 machine	 deposits	
each	drilled	vent	neatly	over	the	back	of	
the	carcass	and	opens	carcasses	without	
damaging	 the	 underlying	 viscera	 pack.	
The	 risk	 of	 any	 cross-contamination	 by	
faecal	 material	 has	 therefore	 been	 re-
duced	to	an	absolute	minimum.	

Lung	guns	can	be	 replaced	by	an	auto-
matic	vacuum-assisted	carrousel	final	in-
spection	machine,	whose	units	descend	
into	 the	 carcass	 cavity	 to	 suck	 out	 any	
loose	debris.	Kidneys	are	 left	 in	 the	car-
cass.	Once	 the	 final	 inspection	machine	
has	 done	 its	 job,	 all	 carcasses	 can	 be	
thoroughly	 washed	 both	 inside	 and	 out	
by	an	Inside/Outside	Washer.

Necks

Automation	 of	 the	 evisceration	 process	

can	 be	 rounded	 off	 with	 mechanisation	
of	 neck	 flap	 inspection	 and	neck	 crack-
ing	 and	 removal.	 A	 neck	 flap	 inspection	
machine	will	 remove	any	 residual	pieces	
of	crop,	oesophagus	and	windpipe	 leav-
ing	a	clean	neck	flap.	 If	product	 is	to	be	
sold	fresh,	a	clean	neck	flap	is	important	
in	ensuring	good	shelf.	The	necks	them-
selves	can	be	cracked	and	removed	au-
tomatically	 in	 a	 carrousel	 neck	 cracking	
machine.

Consistently high standard

The	 move	 to	 an	 automated	 eviscera-
tion	 process	 will	 always	 be	 dictated	 by	

local	 conditions	 and	 requirements.	 As	
explained	above,	 it	does	not	have	 to	be	
done	all	at	once	but	can	be	done	gradu-
ally.	A	fully	automatic	evisceration	system	
will,	however,	more	than	pay	back	its	 in-
vestment.	Not	only	will	it	save	space	and	
labor,	 it	 will	 help	 ensure	 a	 hygienic	 end	
product	processed	to	a	consistently	high	
standard.	This	in	turn	will	help	the	further	
expansion	of	its	user’s	business.	

“At one point, hiring more workers 
for evisceration isn’t the solution to 
growing capacity anymore”
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Save energy and irrigate more profitably with 
AGRICO’s GPS based Web Control
A												grico	recently	introduced	a	new	GPS	controller,	with	which	pivots	can	be	controlled	on	Agrico’s	well-known	internet													application.	By	controlling	pumps	according	to	the	specific	need	of	the	pivots,	heaps	of	energy	are	saved.

DEVICES ON THE INTERNET

Advanced	Rain	Pivot	Control	and	Pump	Control	connect	 irrigation	devices	to	the	Internet	on	Agrico’s	Rain	 interface.	The	whole	
system	is	managed	easily	and	accurately.

Agrico Pivot with internet control. On the cell phone screen one can see how pumps and pivots are controlled on the same application.

This screen grab illustrates the functionality of the system, making it easy to operate large irrigation systems with various pivot points, 
pumps, dam levels, valves, irrigation blocks etc. on a single platform.

Feature



                                                                                                                                                                          25 www.agribusinesszambia.com                 Zambian Agribusiness Magazine   |   October - December 2020

THE VALUE OF PRESSURE CON-
TROL WITH AGRICO’S GPS MODULE

Here	 is	a	 real	example	of	a	pivot,	with	
a	 large	 height	 difference	 between	 the	
highest	and	lowest	points:

The	 following	 graph	 shows	 how	 the	
Agrico	 system	 accurately	 controls	 the	
pressure,	according	 to	 the	need	of	 the	
pivot.	 The	 spray	 package	 requires	 a	
minimum	pressure	of	100kPa	at	the	end	
of	the	machine	for	correct,	uniform	irri-
gation.	

Traditionally,	 the	 irrigation	 system	 is	
then	 designed	 with	 a	 constant	 inlet	
pressure	to	continuously	meet	the	max-
imum	pressure	requirement	(at	the	high-
est	 point);	 about	 450kPa	 in	 this	 case.	
However,	the	pressure	at	the	centre	can	
be	 varied	 between	 about	 240kPa	 and	
450kPa	due	to	the	topography	to	exact-
ly	meet	 the	pressure	 requirements	and	
thus	save	energy.
				

NEW GPS MODULE

AGRICO’s	new	GPS	can	be	installed	on	
any	electrical	pivot.	The	position	of	the	
last	tower	is	determined	accurately.	The	
pressure	can	be	monitored	at	the	end	of	
the	pivot	point	and	with	AGRICO	Pump	
Control	 and	 a	 VFD	 (variable	 frequency	
drive)	 the	 pressure	 can	 be	 controlled	
automatically	and	accurately.

See the green cylindrical Agrico control unit, with its GPS antenna on the last tower of 
another make pivot.

Since	 the	pressure	 is	controlled	not	 to	
fall	below	the	threshold	values			and	the	
spray	 package	 is	 equipped	 with	 pres-
sure	regulators,	the	volume	of	water	ap-
plied	is	constant,	despite	the	slope.	

Power	 (kW)	 is	 the	 product	 of	 pressure	
(kPa)	and	flow	(l/s).	The	power	required	
for	 the	 pump	 (s)	 during	 irrigation	 is	
therefore	 directly	 proportional	 to	 the	
pressure	applied.

The	 total	 energy	 for	 one	 revolution	 of	
the	pivot	is	equivalent	to	the	area	under	
the	pressure	curve.	The	following	graph	
shows	how	much	energy	is	required	for	
one	revolution	with	AGRICO’s	automat-
ic	 pressure	 control,	 versus	 the	 energy	
that	would	 be	 required	 if	 no	 control	 is	
applied.	The	energy	saving	with	Agrico’s	
GPS	pressure	control,	for	this	real	case	
is	more	than	28%.

This is a Google image with 2 m contours. 
The graph shows the height profile on the 
circumference. The total height difference 
is 21 m and the maximum height is 13 m 
higher than the average height. The white 
section on the graph represents, potential 
energy savings that can be achieved with 
pressure control.

The graph shows how the Agrico control 
system automatically responds by varying 
the inlet pressure at the centre (the solid 
red line) to continuously maintain the re-
quired pressure at the end of the machine 
(the blue dotted line). The actual end 
pressure is also indicated (solid blue line)

Shows the energy required with pressure 
control (in green) and the 28% energy 
saving (in red), compared to when no 
control would be applied.

AGRICO Web Control offers the best 
technology:

•	Dynamic	System	Pressure	-	With	this	
integrated	solution,	pressure	can	be	op-
timized	automatically,	with	huge	energy	
savings.
•	 Positioning	 -	 Better	 accuracy	 by	
means	of	optional	GPS.
•	 Security	 -	 Web	 Control	 utilizes	 the	
latest	 user	 and	 device	 authentication	
to	increase	security.	User	rights	can	be	
granted	individually.	Complete	record	of	
all	user	actions	is	kept	for	audit	purpos-
es.
•	Increases	irrigation	efficiency	through	
accurate	control.
•	Facilitate	the	operation	and	manage-
ment	of	the	irrigation	system.
•	Reduce	energy	consumption	and	 in-
crease	profitability.
•	 24	Months	 free	 internet	 control	 sub-
scription	with	each	new	controller.	SMS	
communication	is	optionally	available.
•	Updates	with	the	latest	software	ver-
sions,	via	the	internet.
•	 The	 product	 is	 supported	 by	 a	 24/7	
technical	helpline.				
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Agri Solutions
Ctrack’s tracking solutions help farmers save on costs 
and improve performance through better planning 
and decision making regardless of crop type, farm or 
fleet size. By providing critical information about your 
equipment, you can efficiently manage your assets, 

time and money investment. Our suite of GPS tracking 
devices are built for the often rough and remote 
conditions in South Africa so you can rest assured that 
your agricultural equipment will always be properly 
monitored.

  Machine usage (operating hours)

  Pattern of use (direction when used)

 Real-time alert (geo zones)

  Potential asset theft or tampering alerts

Features:

www.ctrack.co.za  |  sales@ctrack.co.za  |  Call Centre: +27 (0)860 333 444 

Always 

Visible


