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With Bonnox, you score between 
the posts!

Bonnox is well renowned for their 
quality and fully galvanised 
fencing. Already, many farmers 
are aware of Bonnox's range of 
fine products: The “Money 
Saver”, “Close Mesh”, “Kombi 
Fence”, “Square Mesh”, “Multi 
Fence” and “Flexi Fence” were all 
meticulously designed to provide 
for every possible need. But what 
sets a manufacturer apart from 
the rest, is the ability to promptly 
observe and react to new trends 
and needs in the market.

The prefabricated fencing 
market in Africa currently needs a 
product which is inexpensive, as 
farmers are currently required to 
be thrifty with their money. 
Therefore, Bonnox decided to 
introduce their “Economy“ 
range. The only difference 
between this fencing and their 
existing “Elite“ range, is that it is 
lightly galvanised instead of fully 
galvanised. Now a farmer can 
compare “apples with apples“ 
when comparing Bonnox with 
competitors' fencing products.

“There are lightly galvanised wire 
fences on the market, but many 
of our clients ask for it under the 
Bonnox brand name,” says Anita 
Gent, Director of Bonnox. “We 
therefore decided to also 
manufacture an economical 
version of the nine most popular 
products in our range of seventy 
products. This includes the 
“Money Saver”, “Close Mesh” 
and “Multi Fence” ranges of 
1,2m, 1,8m and 2,4 m. This offers 
the farmer an inexpensive 
solution of fencing for his stock, 
small and large game.

In areas where the effects of the 
elements are not very harsh on 
wire fencing, this inexpensive 
Bonnox will still last for many years, 

but fully galvanised Bonnox is still 
recommended for areas where 
the elements affect fences more 
severely.

As the “Elite” and “Economy” 
anges look exactly the same, the 
labels on the existing “Elite” 
range are green while those on 
the economical range are royal 
b l u e .  T h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  
economical range is only 75% of 
the price for the existing range, 
but it is still being manufactured 
w i t h  t h e  s a m e  B o n n o x  
meticulousness and care. The 
wire still being from the same 
supplier.

Skip the middleman

“Any farmer can order our 
products directly from our 
factory in Sunderland Ridge, 
south of Pretoria, to simplify 
logistics and cut costs. This also 
means that the farmer can gain 
the best advice and support 
directly from the manufacturer,” 
Anita says.

Bonnox makes sure that there is 
minimal or no lead time at the 
factory. Bonnox keeps stock of 
approximately 70 different 
fencing varieties to suit every 
customer's requirements.

Bonnox is continuously looking for 
ways to accommodate the 
farmer. “For every ten rolls of 
fencing a farmer buys, he gets 
one free,” she says. “On top of 
that, we offer a 25% discount.

Bonnox also provides erecting 
equipment at competitive prices 
which makes fence erection a 
simple matter.

Efficient fencing that lasts:

BONNOX supplies just what
you need – quick as a flash

www.bonnox.co.za

Whether you order lightly galvanised or fully 
galvanised wire fencing from Bonnox, the 

quality and workmanship is excellent. 

With their new ‘Economy’ range,
Bonnox found a balance between

costs and quality.
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Editorial Comment

Editor : Andrew Maramwidze

FISP: Where are we 
getting it wrong?

Getting agriculture to be one of the 
pillars of the country’s diversification 
efforts remains an uphill task, especial 
when government’s initiatives to prop 

up the sector become a hinder.

The Farmer Input Support Programme (FISP) 
continues to cause much more headaches that 
joy for both farmers and government, even 
with the latest development of e-voucher. And 
the question is WHY?

Hardly a year passes without the beneficiaries 
of the scheme expressing disappointments.

This year, authorities in Kabwe district of Central 
Province are bemoaning that several farmers 
were not able to access farming inputs under 
FISP. As if that was not enough, farmers in the 
area did not receive enough rains.

Amid all this government still insist that the re-
newed e-voucher FISP is a thumps up project, 
which only needs fine tuning here and there. 
Yet some vulnerable citizens have had their 
farming efforts immensely dented and we are 
simple saying let’s move on, things will be fine. 

Someone should be accountable for the messy 
that FISP continue to exhibit, are heads not 
supposed to roll within the ministry of agricul-
ture.

It is high time, as a nation we move out of our 
comfort zone, make a big mindset change and 
teach people to be accountable for their errors, 
only then will all systems favour our efforts, as 
a nation.

Why should it take years for system to bene-
fit our farmers, yet we say farming can be the 
backbone of agriculture, should we not be cel-
ebrating fruits of FISP by now?

We call upon authorities to delve into this mat-
ter, get real answers with tangible timeframe, 
not to be simple told: ‘we are working on it’ yet 
are our farmers suffer out there.

The subsidy scheme is supposed to be a ladder 
for our farmers to climb up to their success and 
possible into commercial farming.

But alas, we still taking baby step, to where, we 
do not know, as we punch holes on the na-
tional purse.

As preparations for the next season start, we 
call upon authorities to ensure that FISP works 
and deliver for our farmers.

Enjoy the read!

Remember to send in your comments, let-
ters and inquiries to drewmara@gmail.com
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News Briefs

AGCO partners to finance farmers

As part of AGCO Corp initiatives to support 
farming in Africa, the company has introduce 
a scheme to offer loans for Zambian farmers to 
buy farming equipment.

The AGCO Future Farm and Training Center in 
Zambia has partnered with its national distrib-
utor BHBW Zambia Limited and the Zambian 
National Commercial Bank Plc to provide retail 
financial solutions for farmers purchasing ma-
chinery from AGCO’s Massey Ferguson brand.

The development is in line with AGCO Corp.’s 
CEO and chairman, Martin Richenhagen’s call 
for startups to disrupt traditional agricultural 
practices in efforts to address the challenges 
of food security, farmer livelihood and resource 
efficiency.

Dry spell negatively hits maize 
harvest

Zambia’s maize production will fall to 2.39 mil-
lion metric tons in the 2017-18 season from 3.61 
million tons a year earlier, authorities have an-
nounced.

Michael Katambo, agriculture minister farm-
land under maize plough fell to 1.39 million 
hectares from 1.64 million hectares in the pre-
vious season. 

“The reduction in the total maize production 
and yields for the 2017-18 season is largely due 
to the prolonged dry spells that were experi-
enced between November 2017 and January 
2018,” Katambo told  media recently.

The country held carry-over stocks of 844,244 
tons as at May 1 and will have sufficient corn 
for both human and industrial use in 2018-19, 
he said.

“Wheat output is seen falling by about 40 
percent to nearly 114,500 tons, while soybean 
production could decline to 302,720 tons from 
351,416 tons in the last season”, Katambo said.

Dry weather and an outbreak of armyworms, 
which ravaged southern Africa earlier, last year, 
have raised concerns over the crop output.

Empower women agri- 
entrepreneurs 

As part of bridging inequalities through the 
fostering of relationships among the various 

actors and stakeholders on global issues, and 
to provide a platform for discourse and action, 
Almas Jiwani Foundation wants the importance 
of women in agriculture observed.

Almas Jiwani, the Foundation Chief Executive 
Officer says Africa should empower women 
trough digital financial inclusion, humanitarian 
response, and those in the agriculture sector.

“Women need to be given access to education 
that strengthens their grasp of information and 
communication technology; women need to 
be seen as leaders and mentors in this space; 
women need to be involved in the develop-
ment of technology that can increase their par-
ticipation in microenterprises fostering a spirit 
of entrepreneurship that ultimately creates 
their economic independence.  

“Recognising existing gender gaps in many 
regions of the world, information and commu-
nication technologies for development (ICT4D) 
have been widely proposed as a medium 
through which women can be empowered,” 
said Jiwani.

Almas Jiwani Foundation is a platform created 
to empower women, girls and marginalized 
communities through focused projects that di-
rectly address disparities in equality, education, 
entrepreneurship and energy rights.

Farmers should promote genuine 
seed production

Syova Seeds Zambia Limited has challenged 
government to curb the sale of illegitimate 
seed on the market.

David Nganga, Business Development Manag-
er at Syova Seeds said there is need to address 
some of the challenges that affect the devel-
opment of seed production such as the sale of 
illegal uncertified seed on the market.

He said engaging various stakeholders on con-
cerns and other services that negatively impact 
on seed trade and production is critical in the 
growth of the sector and food security.

“With majority of rural Zambians depend-
ing on farming for their livelihoods, boosting 
agriculture through increased certified seed 
production will no doubt create economic op-
portunities, reduce malnutrition and poverty 
and generate faster and fairer growth among 
farmers,” Nganga said.

He urged farmers to desist from buying uncer-

tified seeds, adding that farmers should not to 
overlook the importance of seed production in 
the development of agriculture as the country 
embarks on its diversification agenda.

IDA props up agriculture 
initiatives

International Development Association (IDA) 
has funded the country’s efforts to diversify the 
economy through agribusiness and trade.

Government has secured a US$30 million for 
the implementation of the agribusiness and 
trade project across the country in line with its 
economic diversification agenda.

Fredson Yamba, Secretary to the Treasury said 
the loan is to help step up government’s diver-
sification drive through agriculture and indus-
trialisation.

Yamba said the agriculture sector is critical to 
the country’s development and that govern-
ment will continue to establish strong market 
linkages to raise farmer incomes and reduce 
poverty at household level.

This is according to the latest economic report 
issued by the Ministry of Finance.

The International Development Association is 
an international financial institution which offers 
concessional loans and grants to the world’s 
poorest developing countries.

Infrastructure to boost Mungwi 
agribusiness 

Government says Mungwi is poised to become 
an agricultural hub when road projects being 
implemented in the area are completed,

Christopher Yaluma the Minister of Commerce, 
Trade and Industry said Mungwi is an agricul-
ture area with enormous potential to signifi-
cantly contribute to national food security.

Authorities are optimistic that agricultural ac-
tivities would accelerate once road works on 
the Nseluka-Kayambi-Nakonde road, Kasa-
ma-Mungwi-Mbesuma road and Kasama-Iso-
ka road are completed.

Yaluma said his administration has identified 
the National Pension Scheme Authority (NAP-
SA), as a potential sponsor to finance some 
road projects in the district to boost economic 
activities in the area and lessen transport chal-
lenges among the local farmers.

Call us for more information:

Cattle Wealth Management Firm             @cattlewealth @cattlewealth                                           www.cattlewealth.co.zm

0969 843020 | 0975 985366 | 0953 981047

You don’t have to 
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on your behalf



Zambian AgriBusiness Magazine | July - September 2018 9www.agribusinesszambia.com

Agriculture equipment manufacturers 
have been advised to produce wom-
en-friendly farming machines to at-
tract more women into the sector.

Dr. Julius Gatune, Senior Researcher and Policy 
Advisor, Africa Centre for Economic Transfor-
mation (ACET) said women are restricted to 
the most difficult work, including weeding and 
planting.

The researcher bemoaned that most agricul-
tural implements and equipment were manned 
by men, relegating women to do menial jobs 
in farming.

He suggested that women should be encour-
aged into machine operation by giving them 
the technical know-how in operating farm ma-
chines, to help increase productivity.

Dr. Gatune further said not only women be 
trained in machine operations, but also be giv-

en knowledge to become extension officers as 
in some parts of African, it is forbidden for male 
extension officers to interact with females.

He revealed that annually, $68 billion was used 
by the Africa continent to import food most of 
which he said could be produced in Africa.

 “Achieving gender balance in farming is having 
access to land, access to cheap technologies 
and inputs, access to digital access, micro-fi-
nance and basic savings and loans, more wom-
en as extension officers and more innovative 
training programmes for them,” he added.

He said Africa had closed to 60 percent of the 
world’s uncultivated arable lands, round sun-
shine for long growing seasons, expanding 
markets for foods and the youthful population.

Dr. Gatune gave said agricultural transforma-
tion included two processes - modernising 
farming by boosting productivity and running 

farms as modern business, as well as strength-
ening the links between farms and other 
economic sectors and in mutually beneficial 
process whereby farm output supports manu-
facturing (through agro-processing) and other 
sectors support farming by modern manufac-
tured inputs and services.

He however, said, there were challenges in ac-
cessing land and security of tenure, low farm 
productivity, farming not profitable, low access 
to inputs and output markets and finance, weak 
value chains; storage, transport and aging 
farming population.

 “We have to also fill-in the missing middle-ed-
ucated youth; farmer education, finance and 
input, warehouse receipt system and storage, 
export markets certification-cold storage at 
airport, processors, supermarkets and govern-
ment food procurement, large contract farm-
ers.”

Manufacturers told to make women 
friendly agricultural machines

“Achieving gender balance in farming is having access to land, access to cheap technologies 
and inputs, access to digital access, micro-finance and basic savings and loans, more 

women as extension officers and more innovative training programmes for them,”
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Cover Story

Zambia Meteorological Department has 
adopted ten-day crop weather bulletin 
dubbed dekad used by farmers and as 
a tool to update the seasonal rainfall 

forecasts. 

Shared to the public through a mailing list, 
downloads on the ZMD website and broadcast 
through community radio stations the bulletin 
gives highlights of the rainfall distribution in the 
last ten days.

In addition, among the recipients on the mail-
ing list are District Agriculture Officers and Ag-
ricultural Extension Officers in the country who 
distribute it to farmers in their locations.

Lillian Mzyece, meteorologist at ZMD said the 
bulletin shows which stations recorded higher 
and lower rainfall amounts and number of rain 
days.

“It also gives a cumulative rainfall performance 
from the beginning of the rain season to the 
same dekad period under review. Though the 
bulletin covers the whole country, it gives de-
tails according to regions,” said Mzyece. 

Mzyece said data for the bulletin is collected 
from 41 manual weather stations mainly using 
SMS to MET head office on 1st, 11th and 21st of 
every month as all stations are installed with 

GSM phones. 

“The publication of the bulletin is produced and 
shared within two days after data collection.”

She further said the agro-meteorological con-
ditions give an overview of the crop (maize) 
condition based on the crop stage and amount 
of rainfall received so far. 

“A summary of the crop weather bulletin gives 
rainfall amounts and number of rain days for all 
stations that sent their reports for that period, 
cumulative amounts received since the season 
started, normal rainfall amounts up to that 
dekad and a departure from the normal.” 

Currently, ZMD prefers to make a shift towards 
providing informative weather products like the 
crop bulletin to end-users rather than opening 
all its raw data. 

Mzyece said development of the bulletin is 
to ensure that the data is quality controlled, 
though there is no complete user database 
because the bulletin is redistributed by inter-
mediaries, who are not mapped into the user 
database.

She bemoaned that the bulletin distribution is 
mainly through the internet, which many farm-
ers in remote regions have no access to. 

“SMS service is currently being considered as 
farmers have better access to mobile phone 
services, but it comes at a cost. Nevertheless, 
most farmers can get the information, as it is 
broadcasted on community radio stations,” 
Mzyece said. 

Getting feedback mainly from institutional 
stakeholders has helped ZMD improve the 
information and presentation of crop weather 
bulletin product with more visualisations. 

“Now, there are more pictures and maps in-
cluded that show details. Feedback from users 
of the bulletin indicates that they would like 
to have more information pertaining to other 
crops besides maize.” 

Though challenges like fewer station net-
work and getting all the data from the man-
ual weather stations on time to be included in 
the bulletin, due to telecommunication issues, 
which require investment capacity is required, 
both in technology and skills to improve the 
bulletin, data collection, data assimilation and 
numerical weather modelling still nag, Mzyece 
remains optimistic.

Meanwhile the services and products require 
being published in local languages for a better 
understanding of smallholder farmers.

Farmers’ ‘dekad’ bulletin improve 
rainfall info distribution
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General News

By ADIL EL YOUSSEFI*

Artificial intelligence offers the 
promise of transforming agricul-
ture in ways that could save over 
815 million people, or 11 percent 

of the world’s population, from hunger: most 
especially in Africa, where the sector accounts 
for 32 percent of gross domestic product (GDP) 
and two-thirds of employment. 

Currently, three-quarters of Africa’s farmers 
practicse traditional farming techniques that 
deliver low yields, despite agriculture being 
their main source of livelihood.

But, to illustrate the change that is possible, 
app developers, such as Kenyan botanist and 
biochemist, Samuel Kamya, are delivering new 
solutions that could lift the continent’s agricul-
tural output. Kamya’s app, Eska, detects crop 
diseases and deficiencies in soils of vital nu-
trients such as phosphorus. The app enables 

Kenyan farmers to send photos of their crops 
using a smartphone’s back camera and, instan-
taneously, diagnosing the health of the crop 
and any issues with pests or diseases, and dis-
plays the results on their phone’s screen.

This is just one of the many new ways in which 
software and smartphones are being used to 
apply artificial intelligence in overcoming pest 
infestation, attacks by diseases, and nutrient 
deficiencies, in order to increase farm produc-
tion.

Farmers are also, increasingly, using sensors 
and soil samples to gather data. This data is 
then stored in on-farm management systems 
that allow for better processing and analysis.

Typical has been a coffee traceability solution 
that has been launched in Ethiopia, based on 
mobile technology, analytics and the Internet 
of Things. The solution is now tracking as many 
as five million bags of coffee through all stages 

of the supply chain, helping firms achieve fair 

trade and organic certification for their prod-
ucts.

The system has been a major boost for the 
coffee industry in Ethiopia, enabling farmers to 
better compete in the international coffee mar-
ket and lifting Ethiopian coffee exports.

AI is also set to reduce the high levels of re-
petitive and physical work that drain resources 
and that have deterred many in the younger 
generation from farming in Africa.

In this, drones are now being used ever more 
widely to collect farming data, which has been 
found to be 93 percent accurate, yet the 
drones can collect the same amount of data in 
10 minutes that it previously took farmers eight 
hours to collect on foot.

This data collection is leading directly to higher 
outputs. Typical is the aerial view platform de-

Artificial intelligence revolutionising agro
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veloped by South African company Aerobatics, 
using AI, satellites and drones. The platform 
uses drone imagery to map regions and indi-
vidual crop rows of stressed plants, from which 
the system’s analytics identify problem areas.

The platform is being used by farmers in Ma-
lawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe, as well as 
South Africa, and recently enabled sugar farm-
ers in South Africa to detect crop problems 
early enough to prevent up to 20 percent of 
crop failures.

The possibility that lies ahead is for machines 
that solve problems through physical interac-
tions within an environment. Although such 
machines are yet to arrive in African agricul-
ture in a big way, they offer the hope of vastly 
improved soil management and better coping 
strategies in the face of droughts.

Agriculture in Kenya and other sub-Saharan 
countries is also faced with multiple challenges 
in accessing infrastructure and markets, as well 
as in storage facilities, marketing, and even in 
access to information, which drives better prac-

tices and choices of inputs.

In this, stakeholders across the public and 

private sector, including Liquid Telecom, have 

been providing support to tech start-ups and 

agricultural organisations to further promote 

agricultural success.

An example is Liquid Telecom’s high-speed 

connection across Kenya’s agricultural research 

institute KALRO, which has allowed it to devel-

op and use new applications and software to 

accelerate research results and deliver informa-

tion directly to farmers.

In this, Kenya’s advancement in technology, 

high smartphone penetration, and widespread 

internet access are laying the framework for 

rapid progress in agricultural ICT and AI.

Progressively, the options to run sensors and 

IoT devices are expanding with the growth of 

low power Wide Area Networks, which con-

sume much less power than traditional GSM 

SIM card-based communications.

The recent partnership by Liquid Telecom 
Kenya and the Strathmore University Business 
School to launch a new data analytics centre 
focused on data-driven research and practices 
for African businesses adds another precursor 
to the much greater use of AI in agriculture.

The prospect is for early detection of wither-
ing crops that automatically triggers irrigation 
systems of reduced labour and transport costs 
as drones take over and sustain a conducive 
environment, and additional monitoring of the 
use of farming chemicals and optimising input 
costs.

In understanding the potential impact of all 
these technologies, examples are beginning to 
abound. When Nature Sweet in the US adopt-
ed AI to monitor its tomatoes, it increased its 
harvest by four percent in the very first harvest.

For Africa, artificial intelligence offers the hope 
of multiple food security solutions and a more 
productive sector continent-wide.

*ADIL EL YOUSSEFI is chief executive officer 
of Liquid Telecom Kenya.
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General News

The premier Copperbelt agricultural, 
mining and industrial trade expo – 
CAMINEX scheduled for Kitwe Show-
grounds in Kitwe from 5-7 June will be 

showcasing the latest in products, machinery, 
technologies and services that these and relat-
ed industries can offer.

According to the organisers the event is an 
important trade platform that is supported by 
government and industry associations.

Organisers further said CAMINEX 2018 will 
bring these industries together through an 
industry hub where business transactions can 
take place and where valuable stakeholder 
partnerships can develop.

“It’s becoming ever more important to stay up 
to date with industry trends and cutting-edge 
technologies, and how they are influencing the 
way we do business,” says London Mwafulilwa, 
Chairman of Copperbelt Mining, Agricultural 
and Commercial Show Society (CACSS), co-or-
ganisers of the event.

“It’s also crucial for the industry to keep in-
formed about latest developments and the 
increasing drive towards environmentally sus-
tainable economic growth, which has under-
pinned some great innovations. Our theme for 
this year - Repositioning for Environmentally 
Sustainable Economic Growth - supports this 
drive.”

CAMINEX to provide latest product showcase

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to net-
work with industry 
professionals, get 
advice from tech-
nical experts, view 
machinery demon-
strations and benefit 
from the knowledge 
and skills shared at 
the daily free-to-at-
tend business sem-
inars.

Government and in-
dustry speakers will 
present on a wide 
range of topics at 
the seminars. 

The Ministry of 
Mines and Mineral 
Development of the 
Republic of Zambia 
will be discussing the 
outlook for develop-
ment in the Zambian 
mineral market for 
the period 2018 to 
2025, as well as the 
promotion of eco-
nomic diversification 
and how to over-
come challenges 
and discover new 
opportunities.

A keynote presen-
tation that outlines 
how agriculture and 
manufacturing are 
key enablers to de-

veloping a sustainable agro processing indus-
try in Zambia will be presented by the Ministry 
of Agriculture of the Republic of Zambia.

The Ministry of Transport will provide an up-
date on the Nacala Logistics Corridor (NLC) 
and the recent Railways (Transportation of 
Heavy Goods) Regulations of 2018.

A talk on Zambia’s growing demand for pow-
er and feasible options for new and alternative 
energy sources will be given by the Copperbelt

Energy Corporation, whilst PWC will provide a 
Zambian Mining and Mineral overview for 2018 
with information on current copper production, 
how the industry will grow and what opportu-
nities and challenges lay ahead.

The Zambia Development Agency (ZDA) will 
be sharing insights on the accessing of finance 
and the importance of making sure financial 
backing is constantly nourishing the mining 
industry, which is of vital importance. Stanbic 
will share their story in terms of how they are 
willing to support Zambia’s local mining sector.

Other topics will include a discussion around 
the Indaba Agricultural Policy Research Insti-
tute in Lusaka and its vision of all Zambians 
being free of hunger, malnutrition and poverty 
through sustainable agricultural transforma-
tion.

On health and safety, there will be under the 
spotlight during a discussion on the promotion 
of positive frameworks and how safety in min-
ing can only be achieved through stakeholder 
collaboration.

The impact of mineral extraction on the envi-
ronment and how mining wastes, if not prop-
erly treated, can affect public health, is also a 
crucial topic to explore.

The seminar series also includes a dialogue 
around the mining industry, growing at a re-
markable rate, facing a critical shortage of 
skilled workers, mainly because the industry 
lacks suitably trained and experienced techni-
cal personnel to support its operations.

In addition, review how this industry is supple-
menting skills development in the various min-
ing industries in Zambia.

This year’s event is endorsed and supported 
by the Ministry of Mines and Mineral Devel-
opment, the Ministry of Trade, Commerce and 
Industry, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Minis-
try of Livestock, the Zambia Chamber of Mines, 
the Department of Trade and Industry South 
Africa and the Kitwe District Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.

“CAMINEX is the essential trade platform for 
the Copperbelt region,” said Gary Corin, Man-
aging Director of Specialised Exhibitions Mont-
gomery, co-organisers of the show.

“It creates an engaging space for stakeholders 
to network and conduct business and is a valu-
able experience for all involved in these vital 
industries.”

CAMINEX is organised by CACSS together with 
Specialised Exhibitions Montgomery, known for 
its highly successful Electra Mining Africa exhi-
bition which has a strong 46 year heritage.
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General News

Zambia’s High Commissioner to the 
United Kingdom, Muyeba Chikonde 
has called on the Zambian Business 
Community in the diaspora to unite 

and establish a Diaspora Bond to raise capital 
for investment projects back home.

Speaking when he officiated at a Corporate 
Business Dinner held at the Hilton Hotel-Pad-
dington that brought Zambians in UK and oth-
er Business Executives interested to do Busi-
ness in Zambia together, High Commissioner 
Chikonde said Zambians in the diaspora need-
ed to deal with the issues that prevented them 
from working and supporting each other.

“No one will develop Zambia but ourselves. 
We should not just think of doing business with 
government but explore the immense oppor-
tunities in agriculture and tourism as well as the 
financial services space” he said.

High Commissioner Chikonde urged the dias-
pora to use their network of contacts here in 
the UK, which is a fiscal financial hub, and Eu-
rope to access capital and technology that they 
can use in doing business.

 “We are here to begin the conversation on 
renewing this commitment of working togeth-
er with a common purpose of contributing to 
national development from the diaspora per-
spective. 

“The High Commission is passionate to work 
hand in glove with all of you without leaving 
anyone behind. The mission exists because of 
you. We believe in transformational and ser-
vant leadership and we are at your service,” he 
said.

The High Commissioner said Diasporas are rich 
in knowledge and experience and have access 
to capital that could give them an edge. 

He said that the entrepreneurial spirit in Zam-
bia is high however, the lack of Capital and 
Technology to support business initiatives is a 
major hinderance to growing the private sec-
tor and yet these ingredients are available here 
and very few in the diaspora are taking advan-
tage of this to invest in the country.

Chikonde said President Edgar Chagwa Lungu 
continues to re-affirm Government’s resolve to 
diversify the economy from the dependency 
of Copper and boost Agriculture and industri-
alization to stimulate job and wealth creation 
adding that Government has put in place in-
vestor friendly economic policies to allow both 
local and foreign investors to take advantage 
of the many opportunities that Zambia offers.  

The High Commissioner also invited other UK 
based companies to come and explore invest-
ment opportunities in Zambia

Diaspora community urged 
to invest in agriculture 
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General News

Despite government efforts to support 
agribusiness, huddles still haunt the 
farming community.

Authorities in Kabwe district of Cen-
tral Province announced that the 2017/2018 
farming season was challenging to small scale 
farmers.

Collins Musonda, Luwansanse Ward Councillor 
said several farmers were not able to access 
farming inputs through the e-voucher system 
under Farmer Input Support Programme (FISP).

Speaking at the Waya agricultural block show 
at Kafulamase in Kabwe district, Musonda said 
the problem was worsened by the drought that 
was experienced in most parts of the district.

Musonda said the district experienced a dry 
spell for one month and this destroyed most 
of the crops planted by small scale farmers in 
the area.

He reiterated that government is committed to 
help small scale farmers and work on modali-
ties to ease challenges that characterized the 

e-voucher system.

Musonda urged farmers to strengthen their 
cooperatives and societies in order to grow the 
sector, adding that farmers in groups will be 
able to achieve more as opposed to individual 
approach.

Authorities have announced that government 
has embarked on an exercise to identify and 
rapidly respond to the challenges experienced 
in distribution of farming inputs last season to 
ensure an improved and efficient system in the 
next one.

Michael Katambo, agriculture minister said gov-
ernment would continue refining the e-voucher 
system whose implementation resulted in the 
creation of more than 3,000 agro-dealer jobs 
in the country.

“It is hoped that other stakeholders will contin-
ue to provide support to the agriculture sector 
that will help us implement policies that accu-
rately respond to the needs of our people and 
enhance food security, production and produc-
tivity,” Katambo said.

In the report dubbed ‘Review of the 2017/2018 
e-voucher Implementation’ PMRC recom-
mended that Government should ensure that 
all financial institutions fully integrate with the 
Zambia Integrated Agricultural Management 
Information System (ZIAMIS) to ensure data 
harmonisation.

The institutions also encouraged government 
to ensure that participating financial institutions 
decentralised e-voucher related services to im-
prove problem solving and response time.

“Further, PMRC urges the government to en-
hance efforts to sensitise farmers on the im-
plementation of the programme, as farmers 
exhibited limited knowledge on the current 
developments with regards to the programme,” 
the report said.

PMRC executive director Bernadette Deka 
urged the ministry to Agriculture to adopt 
the recommendations made by her organisa-
tion to ensure effective implementation of the 
E-voucher and growth of the sector

FISP e-voucher face delays
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The World Bank has warned that drought, 
floods, pests or livestock disease out-
breaks and market price volatility are 
among the principal risks affecting crop 

and livestock agriculture across the country.

The latest report, 
entitled “Increasing 
agricultural resil-
ience through better 
risk management in 
Zambia”, analyses 
the principal risks 
in the agricultural 
sector and suggests 
better ways of man-
aging them.

According to the 
report risk factors 
have forced a de-
cline in the contri-
bution of the ag-
riculture sector to 
the national Gross 
Domestic Product 

(GDP) from 8.2 percent in 2011 to 5.3 percent 
by the end of 2015.

The risk factors are defined as developments 
that can negatively affect the performance of 
the agriculture sector. 

In addition, the researchers also note that the 
year 2015 was characterised by risks that in-
clude the El Nino weather phenomena and the 
advent of the fall armyworm in Africa, which all 
affected Zambia.

“In terms of the severity and frequency of ad-
verse impacts, and how they affected food 
security, rural livelihoods and the broader 
economy, these varied somewhat between 
agricultural subsectors and between different 
regions in Zambia. Drought, floods and price 
volatility appear to be the principal risks affect-
ing crop agriculture in the country.

“Drought and outbreaks of animal disease are 
the principal risks affecting livestock. Exposure 
to the consequences of these and other risks 
can be effectively limited through risk man-
agement systems tailored to the conditions 
prevailing in a country’s agricultural sector,” the 
WB said.

The report said agricultural risks in Zambia can 
be broadly divided into production, market 
and enabling environmental risks.

Tailored made risk management a 
must for agriculture - WB
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General News

New civil society initiative to reduce 
malnutrition and increasing resil-
ience of the inhabitants of the west-
ern province has kicked off. 

Sponsored by People in Need (PIN), the project 
targets most vulnerable people - women and 
children.

PIN has decided to help the Western Province 
inhabitants where over 80 percent are affected 
by extreme poverty.

Currently the country is facing extremely high 
rates of malnutrition, unemployment and poor 
infrastructure for a long time. 

“We have researched the local conditions thor-
oughly to find out where our help would be 
needed the most. 

“We discussed with local communities and sent 
our experts on malnutrition and agriculture to 
make sure that we had something to offer and 
we would be of benefit to the area,” says Rich-
ard Walker, PIN Regional Director for Africa.

Over 60 percent of Zambia’s population relies 
on agriculture as the main source of livelihood, 
especially for people in remote rural areas, ag-
riculture is the only means. 

However, the dependence on rainy seasons, 
which are, considering climate change, increas-
ingly unpredictable and unreliable, is rising the 

risk of insufficient production and subsequent 
malnutrition and poverty. 

“In the Western Province, up to 80 percent of 
the population is dependent on agriculture. We 
work on improving the agricultural methods of 
selected farmers, to allow them to get through 
also during the droughts. 

“We are teaching them new techniques of soil 
cultivation and we provide them with seeds of 
plants that are more resistant and have a high 
nutritional value,” says Martina Nikodémová, 
Country Director of PIN Zambia.

PIN is an NGO that provides humanitarian and 
development aid in 22 countries all over the 
world. 

New soil cultivation tech 
empower communities
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Multinational feed additives produc-
er Nutriad is introducing a proven 
concept Krave® to the sow’s diet, 
to stimulate voluntary feed intake 

in the high temperature conditions across Asia.

“Nutriad understands that feed intake in lactat-
ing sows in hot climates is a major challenge to 
the modern genotypes,” said BK Chew, Region-
al Director APAC. 

Multinational feed additives producer Nutriad, 
headquartered in Belgium recently sponsored 
the Pig Feed Quality Conference that was held 
in Bangkok ,Thailand recently. 

This year’s conference centered on nutrition of 
the sow, increasing feed intake in tropical con-
ditions and reducing feed costs. 

Nutriad’s expertise on swine nutrition and 

Nutriad feeds stimulate voluntary feed intake
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health in general and on feed intake, was at full 
display during the event.

According to the company, at critical points 
during pig production appetite and feed intake 
are often compromised by a variety of factors 
such as weaning, diet transition, unpalatable 
feed ingredients and heat stress. 

Ab Greven, Commercial Manager Palatability, 
presented on ‘Animal Behavior and Feed In-
take.’

Greven explained Krave® AP and Delistart® 
K-Link stimulates feed intake in tropical cli-
mates. Sensory learning helps piglets to show 
less food neophobia an improve feed intake 
pre- and post weaning. 

An extra  ten percent feed intake of piglets in 
the week after weaning can be realized by ap-
plying this innovative concept. 

Other benefits of the sensory learning are im-
proved sow feed intake, more and heavier pig-
lets at weaning, improved litter uniformity and 
improved daily weight gain. 

Nutriad delivers products and services to over 
80 countries through a network of own sales 
offices and distributors, supported by four ap-
plication laboratories and five manufacturing 
facilities on three continents.

International News
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Farm Equipment

Agriculture is a key and fast-growing 
industry in Africa and Parrot, the lead-
ing European drone group, is offering 
business solutions, including drones, 

software and services, to professionals of this 
business sector. 

Parrot-AIRINOV teamed up with CTA (The 
Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperation created by the European Union) 
to help tech start-ups develop precision agri-
culture all over the African continent, enabling 
farmers to improve their ROI while respecting 
the environment.

There is a general consensus that smallholder 
farming needs to become more productive, 
more sustainable and more profitable. 

Drone-based systems or services can contrib-
ute to these goals by bringing precision agri-
culture tools to producers, which include large 
and medium-scale holdings and associations 
of small-scale farmers growing the same crop 
in contiguous areas.

Typically, drone services are provided by entre-
preneurs who invest in the equipment, acquire 
the skills to use it, conduct or sub-contract data 
analysis, interpret the findings and advise their 
customers. 

Drones can help increase the ROI and create 
new knowledge-intensive employment oppor-

tunities in rural areas, offering educated rural 
youth an alternative to migration.

Recognizing the opportunities provided by 
drones, in 2016 CTA partnered with Parrot-AIRI-
NOV to train and equip ICT start-ups in Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Ghana, Nigeria, Rwanda, Tan-
zania, Uganda and Zambia and a government 
institution in Jamaica in acquiring the capacity 
to deliver drone-based services.

With the assistance of Parrot-AIRINOV, CTA or-
ganized a series of activities including training 
on the operation of drones and mounted mul-
tispectral sensors, understanding of safety and 
privacy principles and regulations, manage-
ment and processing of remote sensed data, 
development of business plans and networking 
opportunities. 

In addition, CTA provided some financial sup-
port for the acquisition of necessary equip-
ment. The training events took place in Paris in 
March and November 2017.

Thanks to the presence of a competent and en-
trepreneurial UAS operator in Rwanda (Charis 
Unmanned Aerial Services), strong govern-
ment support for digital innovations and the 
possibility of upscaling UAS service operations 
in Eastern Africa, CTA and Parrot-AIRINOV 
pooled resources and supported a project 

aimed at calibrating of the diagnostic model 
for nitrogen fertilization on wheat in Rwanda.

On January 26, 2018, by issuing Decision EX.
CL/Dec. 986-1007 (XXXII), the Executive Coun-
cil of the African Union (AU) requested the AU 
and Member States to harness drones for ag-
riculture as a selected emerging technology of 
relevance for the development of the African 
continent. In line with this continent-wide pol-
icy recommendation, CTA decided to support 
an increase in the number of supported drone 
operators and countries covered across Africa.

In this context, CTA has launched 2018-2019 
project focusing on Sub-Saharan Africa known 
as ‘Transforming African agriculture: Eyes in the 
Sky, Smart Techs on the Ground.’

 Parrot partnered in the project by offering 
CTA-supported drone operators the opportu-
nity to purchase equipment (Parrot Disco-Pro 
Ag or Parrot Bluegrass) at discounted rates. 

Over a two-year time span, the ‘Eyes in the 
Sky’ Project is meant to result in approximately 
30 established business-oriented and sustain-
able African drone service providers, most run 
by young entrepreneurs in African countries 
where enabling legislation is in place. 

The enterprises will offer a range of drone-
based advisory services including real-time 
advice to farmers.

Zambia on Parrot, AIRINOV’s 
target for drones to Africa
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Farm Equipment

The country’s sugar company Illovo 
Zambia’s half year earnings declined 
by 79.6 percent to ZMW18.1mn from 
ZMW89mn on account of flush global 

sugar and thin export markets.

Statistics indicate that this is the first time 
Zambia Sugar plc is reporting half year per-

formance after its financial year changed to 
February.

Revenues generated in the period declined 
19 percent (ZMW250mn) to ZMW1.064bn ac-
counted for by both sugar production and 
cane growing lines that slowed by 18 percent 
and 21.7 percent respectively.

The entities operating profit halved to ZM-
W150.18mn levels as its asset base narrowed 
8.27 percent to ZMW3.39bn.

Zambia Sugar was adversely impacted by 
changing weather patterns in addition to an 
advent of pest and disease.

Illovo Zambia half year earnings plummet
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We feed millions
People are eating more and more fish, and much of it has thrived on 
feed from Skretting. We are a world leader in nutritional, innovative 
and sustainable solutions for farmed fish and shrimp, with operating 
companies on five continents. We would like to thank our customers 
who contribute to feeding millions.

In order to serve the fast growing fish feed market in Africa, Skretting has 
developed a number of dedicated fish feeds, both for catfish and tilapia 
farming. These feeds include starter feeds for larvae, fry & fingerlings 
and grower feeds for the various ongrowing phases.

Need nutritional advice? Would you like our view on your farm 
management?

Visit the link below, fill in your info, and receive free tailor-made advice 
from one of our species specialists!

https://www.skretting.com/en/africa/magazine

Jurre Zaal is your local representative for all your questions 
and inquiries regarding Skretting and its products and 

services.
You can contact Jurre on telephone or WhatsApp via 

+260 97 103 1500 or via jurre.zaal@skretting.com
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