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Editorial Comment

Editor : Andrew Maramwidze

Agriculture 
exports have 
potential 
to diversify 
economy

The improved harvest over the years is 
slowly opening doors for opportunities 
and farmers should do more to exploit 
the opening to trade maize with East 

Africa countries.

As we continue to struggle with creating em-
ployment opportunities, exporting maize and 
sugar is already creating new employment ave-
nues that will benefit and sustain some families.

Our farmers should also so be applauded for 
picking up the food security, new that our stra-
tegic silos doing away with old maize reserves 
to create space for fresh harvest is most wel-
come.

This should ring a bell across the nation that 
agriculture has the massive potential to lift 
lives and the economy. Therefore financers, in-
tellectuals, innovators and other stakeholders 
with potential to support growth of agriculture 
should step forward.

The US13million that government is expected 
to get from maize export proceeds should be 
increased and that can only be through more 
efforts and an increase in agriculture activities 
across the country, so more needs to be done.

Agriculture has potential to cushion the econ-
omy from the economic challenges associated 
with the country’s economic mainstay which is 
mining.
Irrigation farming should also be an integral 
part of our farming, as we strive to be not only 
a bread basket for the region but for the conti-
nent and beyond.

Our copper story should now be associated 
with loud agriculture stories that will benefit our 
farmers more and lift the country’s economy.

Let our smallholder farmers benefit from more 

schemes such as the recent US$22.2 million 
agriculture fund coordinated by government 
and the International Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD).

The French Development Agency – FDA has 
also extended €40million to Zambia for agri-
business and renewable energy generation 
sectors this year, due to the priority Zambia has 
given to the agriculture sector.

Local Zambia National Commercial Bank 
(Zanaco) announced plans increased its agri-
culture financing budget to ZMW1billion from 
ZMW600million in 2016.

We say Kudos and well done to the men and 
women working behind the scenes to support 
the farming community.

Enjoy the read.
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News Briefs

Cotton farmers’ 
payments goes digital

Zambia Cotton Ginners Association (ZCGA), 
Mercy Corps’ AgriFin Accelerate (AFA) and 
Musika have collaborated to introduce digital 
payments for smaller holder cotton farmers in 
the Eastern Province.

The tripartite supported system will help cotton 
ginners make digital payments to over 13 000 
farmers.

On a broader scale, the scheme’s aim is to scale 
up the use of digital financial services to one 
million smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Af-
rica.

Christabel Makokha, AFA Zambia Country Di-
rector said farmers urged to register for mobile 
services in preparation for this year’s payments.
 
“We are working with ZCGA and Musika to 
digitalise payments to smallholder farmers in 
Nyimba and Petauke districts,” said Makokha.

Launched in Zambia in January, the six-year 
US$25 million programme, supported by the 
MasterCard Foundation is expected to bring 
convenience to the cotton value chain, reduc-
ing the risk of loss and theft.

According to AFA, the target group is the un-
banked smallholder farmers living on less than 
US$2.50 per day in Zambia, Kenya and Tanza-
nia. 

New agro-chemical hits 
market

 
BASF Zambia Limited has launched a new 
agro-chemical – priaxor to protect farmers’ 
crops from disease outbreaks and climatic 
challenges.

According to the company, the product tar-
gets over 500,000 smallholder and commercial 
farmers.
 
Dr. Elike Hupe, BASF Zambia Managing Direc-
tor said the product provides protection from 
disease and post-infection disease control, 
among others.

He said the initiative aims to help deliver higher 
quality crops and greater potential yields.

“BASF is cognisant of the many challenges 
Zambian farmers face every day such as fluc-
tuating weather conditions, volatile crop prices 
and high disease pressure in crops.

“We are committed to providing farmers with 
state-of-the-art technologies when it comes 

to crop protection, helping to make farming a 
true success,” said Dr Hupe.

The product has been developed for a range of 
crops, including maize and cereals.

Over the last three years, numerous field tri-
als in maize and cereals have been conducted 
across various regions in Zambia.

Dr Hupe said from the results, the fields treated 
with the product had the highest quality yield 
compared to untreated fields and fields treated 
with other competitor products.

Private sector support 
7NDP’s agriculture 

endevours
As efforts to support farmers’ growth height-
en, four institutions have collaborated to scale 
up production by smallholder dairy farmers, as 
envisaged by the Seventh National Develop-
ment Plan (7NDP).

The Czech-based Mendel University, Agriserve 
Agro, Breeding Impuls Zambia and University 
of Africa (UoA) have developed an on-farm 
training programme the training, the first of its 
kind in Zambia

Targeting 150 farmers by year end, the proj-
ectsis conducted at the Czech Centre of Ex-
cellence located at Kasisi Agricultural Training 
Centre.

“This programme speaks directly to the two 
key priorities identified for agriculture in the 
7NDP, namely improving farmers’ incomes 
through increased productivity and increasing 
agricultural output to stimulate upstream and 
downstream supply chains by promoting pro-
ductivity-enhancing technology and training,” 
UoA vice-chancellor Tobias Doyer said.

Dr Doyer said underpinning the programme 
is the recognition that big farming enterprises 
were all once small and transformed into com-
mercial operations by following right principles 
using low input production systems in livestock 
farming.

Agriserve Agro chief executive officer Renier 
van Vuuren said the training introduced farm-
ers to innovative, low-cost dairy farming meth-
ods to help them increase productivity and 
sustain it.

Livestock farming generally requires high capi-
tal outlay, and the lack of it hinders smallholder 
dairy farmers from employing workers, and 
buying feed, medicine and equipment neces-

sary for day-to-day running of the business.

“Enhancing nutrition of cattle is central to run-
ning a profitable and sustainable dairy farming 
enterprise, and the use of Moringa, molasses 
and other crop residue significantly reduces the 
cost of animal feed for smallholder farmers,” Mr 
van Vuuren said.

Sugar, maize export 
delays eased 

Agriculture authorities have promised swift 
exports of maize and sugar to Kenya, to help 
ease shortages faced by the East Africa nation.

Dora Siliya, agriculture minister acknowledged 
there has been delays to clear goods destined 
to Kenya via Tanzania.

“We have decided to commit an express lane 
for sugar and maize that is exported to Kenya 
in order to ease the movement of these pro-
duces,” said Siliya.

She said government has reduced the duration 
that it takes for an exporter to get permit to 
ship maize out of the country from seven days 
to 24 hours.

Government has also scrapped duty required 
to export the produce, as local granaries enjoy 
surplus of sugar and maize commodities.

“We have removed the mandatory require-
ment of the 10 per cent export duty that trad-
ers had to pay before they are allowed to ship 
the grain in order to ease trade between two 
states,” she said.

Kenya’s agriculture Cabinet Secretary Willy Bett 
said his country will import 100,000 tonnes or 
1.1 million bags of maize to ease the current 
shortage. 

UNZA researcher calls 
for drought resistant 

crops 
Researcher at the University of Zambia (UNZA) 
says the country needs drought-resistance 
seeds to enhance productivity and health se-
curity.
 
Speaking during the Beans for Health and 
Wealth National Conference recently Dr. Kelvin 
Kamfwa, UNZA bean breeder said production 
levels of beans still remain low due to poor 



adoption of improved seed varieties among the farming com-
munities.

Dr Kamfwa said there is need for establishing a model that will 
be developed and fully supported by government to grow the 
beans sub-sector.

“The goal is to increase beans productivity in the country…There 
is also need to increase funding towards research development 
in the growth of bean seed to develop varieties that are resistant 
to pest and diseases to reduce the cost of production as most 
small-scale farmers do not use chemicals,” he said.

UNZA is currently working with institutions such as the Zambia 
Agriculture and Research Institute and the Michigan State Uni-
versity to run the bean breeding programme.

Dr Kamfwa said the growing of beans mainly dominated by 
small-scale farmers has various benefits through nutrition health 
and food security.

He highlighted some of the challenges in the bean sub-sector as 
poor genetics, low soil fertility, pest diseases, poor management 
and drought.

WB challenge authorities to scale 
up agriculture spending

Government has been challenged to improve its public spending 
in agriculture.

Ina-Marlene Ruthenberg, World Bank Country Manager said to 
promote a non-copper economy and improve rural livelihoods, 
government should increase spending in agriculture.

Ruthenberg said there is need to look closely at ways to improve 
public spending in agriculture. 

“Low agriculture productivity is a key impediment to poverty re-
duction and has knock-on effects in terms of gender disparities. 
Land degradation and rapid deforestation is also knocking hard 
at Zambia’s door,” Ruthenberg said.

She said the country has increased the production of crops most-
ly maize due to the increased size of areas under cultivation as 
opposed to improved yields.

“This leaves enormous scope to increase agricultural productivity 
and to reduce the vulnerability associated with high dependence 
on rain-fed agriculture.  While public expenditures on agriculture 
have been increased over the past 15 years, there is vast scope to 
improve both their efficiency and effectiveness,” Ruthenberg said.

Meanwhile Dora Siliya, agriculture minister says government has 
started taking specific policy directions to ensure that agriculture 
becomes the key driver for exports and economic diversification 
aimed at reducing poverty and the huge inequalities prevailing 
in society.

“Our farmers should start growing crops that make money.”
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Cover Story

The Food Reserve Agency (FRA) has 
been authorised to export 100, 000 
metric tonnes of maize to East Africa 
and the Great Lakes Region.

Chola Kafwabulula, FRA Executive Director said 
government has authorised the agency to sell 
maize to any trader that has capacity to export. 
The country has recorded bumper harvest, 
following good rains that were received across 
the country, amid the effects of armyworm.

FRA has so far vetted applications from trad-
ers and the maize export is expected to raise 
US$13 million for government.

“We were authorised to sell 100,000 metric 
tonnes of maize. We received 42 applications 
from interested companies; 13 were rejected 
because they did not meet the criteria.

“We have allocated maize to 29 companies 
of which 26 are Zambian while three are for-
eign. The maize to be exported is from the old 
stock,” Kafwabulula said.

According the Agency the export season will 
continue for the next 12 months, especially to 
Kenya, to ensure that excess maize is exported.

Kafwabulula said FRA wants to open a market 
beyond the traditional export market to en-
able farmers to sell their excess maize after the 
agency buys the authorised reserve stock.

This year, FRA is to procure only 500,000 metric 
tonnes local for strategic stocks.

Meanwhile, agriculture authorities recentlye 
promised swift exports of maize and sugar to 
Kenya, to help ease shortages faced by the East 
Africa nation.

Dora Siliya, agriculture minister acknowledged 
there has been delays to clear goods destined 
to Kenya via Tanzania.

“We have decided to commit an express lane 
for sugar and maize that is exported to Kenya 
in order to ease the movement of these pro-
duces,” said Siliya.

She said government has reduced the dura-
tion that it takes for an exporter to get per-
mit to ship maize out of the country from 
seven days to 24 hours.

Government has also scrapped duty re-
quired to export the produce, as local gra-
naries enjoy surplus of sugar and maize 
commodities.

“We have removed the mandatory require-
ment of the 10 per cent export duty that 
traders had to pay before they are allowed 
to ship the grain in order to ease trade be-
tween two states,” she said.

Kenya’s agriculture Cabinet Secretary Wil-
ly Bett said his country will import 100,000 
tonnes or 1.1 million bags of maize to ease 
the current shortage. 

Bumper harvest opens 
export opportunities
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One of the most common forms of 
pesticide application in conventional 
agriculture is the use of mechanical 
sprayers, which is where the Husq-

varna 325S25 Sprayer has started to build a 
reputation for being an invaluable tool.  Con-
sistent with all Husqvarna products, durability, 
ergonomics and engineering take a lead role 
in the manufacture of products for the farming 
sector and the 325S25 is no exception. 

“It’s not enough to simply create a product.  At 
Husqvarna, our objective is to introduce prod-
ucts that solve a problem for end-users and 
provide added value,” states Roger Jackson, 
Husqvarna SA Technical Support – Forestry & 
Agriculture. “The 325S25 sprayer offers rugged 
durability, reduced downtime and the ability to 
satisfy a wide array of users and applications.  
It’s a powerful sprayer with a large mixture tank 
making it well-suited to plant care work in Af-
rica. ”

Three main crop chemicals that are applied 
using sprayers: herbicides, insecticides and 
fungicides.

Herbicides need to be applied in a well-con-
trolled manner as they are often non-selective 
in their targets. If a non-selective herbicide 
makes contact with a crop it will indiscrimi-
nately eliminate it, ie. Glyphosate. Herbicides 
are typically applied using sprayers fitted with a 
flat fan nozzle and sprayed straight down.  This 
results in an even and controllable spray with 
large droplet size, which reduces the drift of the 
spray onto the non-target plants. 

Insecticides and fungicides, however, need to 
be applied to both the underside and top side 
of foliage as the greatest concentration of in-
sects are found on the underside and this is 
where most of the infection occurs. This ‘all 
round’ coverage is achieved by adjusting the 
sprayer nozzle to produce smaller droplets, 
positioning the nozzle closer to the base of the 
plant and spraying upwards. This results in the 
top side of the leaf still being covered by the 
droplets that fall back down, hence both sides 
of the leaf get good coverage. 

So how does the Husqvarna 325S25 measure 
up? 
• Droplet size is largely controlled by the 

pressure of the sprayer, which is adjust-
able on the 325S25.  A higher pressure 
reduces droplet size whilst a lower pres-
sure increases it.  The 325S25 can be 
used for either herbicides, or insecticides 
and fungicides. 

• Being motorised, the 325S25 delivers a 
consistent spray pressure, which cannot 
be matched by a manual pump, where 
factors like operator fatigue and general 
apathy play a role. Consistency is crucial 
with spraying as a patchy spray will de-
liver poor results once infection sets in. 

• A tractor-drawn boom spray cannot 
match a motorised knapsack when it 
comes to insecticides and fungicides as 
a boom spray can only spray from the 
top downwards, passing over the top of 
a crop. With the ability to target the un-
derside of foliage, a mechanised sprayer 
such as the 325S25 is much more thor-
ough. This may previously have been un-
thinkable with manual knapsacks due to 
the level of production required.

• It is worth mentioning that the 325S25 

has sufficient pressure to power a 6-noz-
zle spray lance which can spray both 
sides of a row in a single pass, halving an 
operator’s walking distance.  Considering 
that operators have been known to walk 
the equivalent of Harare to Cape Town in 
a single spraying season, this is a massive 
time and energy saver.

What makes the 325S25 a success in 
Africa?
We chatted to some of our customers across 
a diverse range of industries such as tobac-
co, peas, tomatoes and eucalyptus to find out 
why the Husqvarna 325S25 is their sprayer of 
choice.  

Mark Houghton, Managing Director of Slade-
mark Produce explains that their intensive 
vegetable farming operation uses Husqvarna 
sprayers to apply fungicides in greenhouses 
with very high plant populations.  Houghton 
says the 325S25 is economical on fuel and 
explains that because there is no air flow, the 
spraying action does not move bacteria from 
plant to plant, which is more likely to happen 
when using a mist blower. He says that “the 
325S25 gives a constant, even spray unlike a 
manual knapsack sprayer where the applica-
tion rate is dependent on the operator’s pump 
action which is often inconsistent”.

Project Manager for the Sustainable Affor-
estation Association, Simon van der Lingen 
also cites consistency as a benefit of using the 
325S25 in forestry applications. “We have used 

motorised knapsack sprayers most successfully 
for in-field application of insecticides to plant-
ed trees. Because pressure is developed by a 
motor, performance and delivery is uniform 
throughout the day, and chemical delivery 
much more accurate. The use of low-volume 
nozzles and multiple nozzles on a lance offer 
higher productivity and better coverage of 
sprayed trees, reducing costs and improving 
performance significantly.”

Graham Riley of Sactorum Agencies, who 
grow cherry peppers for export, reiterates that 
Husqvarna sprayers are “ideal for ensuring 
thorough and uniform spray coverage. They 
are easy to use, robust and great for tending to 
smaller and medium-sized areas.”  

New opportunities 
At Husqvarna, we believe that if you follow any 
manual knapsack sprayer out of a store to its 
destination, you will find an application that 
could be made more efficient by using a mo-
torised sprayer.  And not only do we have the 
right product to support spraying applications, 
we also have a wealth of knowledge, which en-
ables us to educate and train operators on cor-
rect spraying techniques to ensure the highest 
levels of safety and productivity.

For more info, please contact:
Jacqui Cochran 

Husqvarna South Africa
Tel  033-8469700

jacqui.cochran@husqvarnagroup.com
www.husqvarna.co.za 

Spotlight on the Husqvarna 325S25

Obert Jaji, a private grower of peas for the export market, says that with his Husqvarna 
325S25 sprayer, he can cover 2 – 3 hectares in 90 minutes. 

In Zimbabwe, a specialized wind box attachment is used when spraying herbicides in 
eucalyptus plantations to ensure that the chemical does not drift onto the saplings 

and only targets the area between the trees with the intention of killing weeds or other 
unwanted vegetation.  
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General News

World Bank (WB) has put weight 
behind Zambia’s Integrated For-
est Landscape for rural commu-
nities in Eastern Province – one 

of the world’s most vulnerable to the adverse 
impact of climate change.

The project supports farmers to earn a better 
living without increasing the amount of defor-
estation the country’s natural forest faces cur-
rently. 

The World Bank has announced intentions to 
fund promoting climate-smart agriculture and 
sustainable landscape management practices 
in Eastern Province to the tune of US$17 million 
of the US$33 million package. 

The scheme intends to help farmers with fer-
tilizer, tree seedlings, equipment and irrigation 
to ease long-term threat to rural economic 
growth, as a result of climate change. 

Already, Zambia has suffered drought, flash 
floods and temperature extremes and studies 
commissioned by government estimate sub-
stantial losses to Zambia’s GDP from diminish-
ing returns in agriculture and natural resourc-
es over the next 10 to 20 years as a result of 
climate change, with an associated increase in 
levels of poverty.

With the overall poverty rate in Zambia stand-
ing at 57.5%, and at as high as 84.3% in East-
ern Province, sustainable farming is critically 
important. 

The project is focusing on rural communities 
in the province’s nine districts: Chipata, Lunda-
zi, Mambwe, Petauke, Katete, Sinda, Chadiza, 
Vubwi and Nyimba.

Dependent on both small-scale agriculture and 
natural forest, rural communities in Zambia’s 
Eastern Province are among the world’s most 
vulnerable.  

Government is partnering with development 
organizations to scale-up its efforts to help 
small-scale agriculture adapt. 

Almost 215,000 people are due to participate in 
the Integrate Forest project as it gathers pace, 
30 percent of them women.

“This will improve rural livelihoods in Eastern 
Province by helping farmers increase their in-
come through better farming and forest-based 
activities, better access to markets and more 
capacity to manage land resources sustainably,” 
said Ademola Braimoh, World Bank’s Coordi-
nator for Climate Smart Agriculture,.

 “The project will also support improved land 
use planning and help rural communities to 
reduce deforestation and improve the bene-
fits they receive from forestry, agriculture, and 
wildlife,” he added.

The project will also support multisector coor-
dination and capacity-strengthening activities 
that emphasize a transition to low carbon de-
velopment.

Efforts to promote climate-smart agriculture 
are intensifying as unproductive farming and 
poor resiliency to drought threaten to exacer-
bate poverty in Eastern province. 

Soil nutrient levels across the province have 
diminished. Longer dry seasons are stunting 
crop growth.

“The aim is to reduce the emission of Green-
house Gases through the sustainable man-
agement of land traditionally devoted to com-
munity-led agricultural and non-agricultural 
activities in Eastern Province,” said Ina Ruthen-
berg, World Bank Country Manager for Zam-
bia.

“The project will also create an enabling en-
vironment for Zambia to benefit from up to 
US$30m from a future emissions reduction 
purchase agreement between the Government 
of Zambia and the World Bank as a Trustee for 
BioCarbon Fund’s Initiative for Sustainable For-
est Landscapes,” she added.

The Zambia Integrated Forest Landscape proj-
ect will be implemented by government line 
ministries in close collaboration with stakehold-
ers under the oversight of the Inter-Ministerial 
Climate Change Secretariat, which is housed 
within the Ministry of Development and Plan-
ning. 

The project funds include the US$17 million 
in International Development Association 
credit, a Global Environment Facility grant of 
US$8.05 million, and a BioCarbon Fund grant 
of US$7.75 million.

Farmers’ climate change 
scheme gets financial boost
..., nine provinces to fertilizer, tree seedlings, equipment and irrigation
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General News

As competition heightens in the bank-
ing industry, Zambia National Com-
mercial Bank (Zanaco) continues en-
devours to be a strong and reliable 

bank. 

Hamish Chipungu, Zanaco’ s Chief Risk Offi-
cer announced recently that the bank has in-
creased its agriculture financing budget to ZM-
W1billion from ZMW600million in 2016.

The development has been prompted by the 
weather shift from El Niño suffered in the previ-
ous years to bounty harvest.

On the other hand, the country’s largest bank 
by asset size - Stanbic Bank has advised farm-
ers to diversify their farming practices, to 
hedge against price risk.

Leon Kotze, Bank Head of Agribusiness speak-
ing in Kitwe at the recently ended Copperbelt 
Agriculture Mining Industrial Networking Expo 
– CAMINEX said following the shift in the in-
tertropical convergence zone – ITCZ from the 
Maize belt on the southern part of Zambia to 
Copperbelt and North Western provinces cov-
ering Moongwe areas, farmers are urged to 
diversify their crop offerings to suit the areas. 

The areas are receiving more rainfall than the 
southern province. 

He said farmers were advised to understand 
their cash flows and records to strategically 
time when to invest. 

The bank also highlighted that its non per-
forming loans in Agribusiness portfolio has 
improved to 10% from 30% in 2007-2009, as 

a result of constant engagement with farmers.

Kotze said agriculture has generally improved 
in Zambia evidenced by the above average 
crop yields in soyabean, wheat and maize pro-
duction.

Meanwhile the French Development Agency 
– FDA has extended €40million to Zambia for 
agribusiness and renewable energy generation 
sectors this year, due to the priority Zambia has 
given to the agriculture sector.

The funds are aimed to create sustainability in 
the two sectors.

Martha Stein Sochas, Africa Regional Director 
said the fund  would target unbanked small 
scale farmers to allow them access to loans and 
sustainable agriculture practices. 

Financiers lured to Zambia’s 
agribusiness sector
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General News

Smallholder farmers are to benefit from 
US$22.2 million agriculture scheme co-
ordinated by government and the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural Develop-

ment (IFAD).

The fund is to boost food security, nutrition and 
increase incomes for over 61,000 rural house-
holds.

According to IFAD the project dubbed En-
hanced Smallholder Agribusiness Promotion 
Programme (E-SAPP) will promote market-ori-
ented agriculture and focus particularly on 
women and young people.

This comes after the Smallholder Agribusiness 
Promotion Programme (SAPP), which has been 
making significant progress in smallholder 
commercialization and agribusiness promo-
tion.

The total cost of the project is US$29.7 million, 
including a US$21.2 million loan and $1.0 mil-
lion grant from IFAD. 

The project will be co-financed by the private 
sector ($3.4 million), the Indaba Agricultural 

Policy Research Institute ($0.5 million) techni-
cal assistance, the Platform for Agricultural Risk 
Management ($0.2 million) grant, the govern-
ment ($2.0 million) and by the beneficiaries 
themselves ($1.2 million).

E-SAPP will work along the value chain of the 
target commodities, from input suppliers to 
end users, to increase income by identifying 
areas where efficiency, productivity and quality 
can be improved. 

It is expected to help farmers connect to the 
value chains system of their respective com-
modities, and will be integrated with other pro-
duction-oriented initiatives.

The project will also concentrate on creating 
partnerships to facilitate the transformation 
from subsistence farming to farming as a busi-
ness. 

“Building on SAPP’s achievements, the pro-
gramme aims to increase the volume and val-
ue of agribusiness outputs sold by smallholder 
producers. E-SAPP will also address the policy 
environment, including efforts to integrate cli-
mate risk management into policies,” said IFAD.

The scheme through agribusiness partnerships 
will work to build the capacity of smallholders 
and service providers to compete for, and im-
plement, matching grants. 

The key is helping smallholder farmers inte-
grate into value chains while also improving 
productivity, incomes and nutritional outcomes.

Since 1981, IFAD has financed 15 rural devel-
opment programmes and projects in Zambia 
for a total cost of $ 349.2 million, with an IFAD 
investment of $ 225.9 million directly benefiting 
more than 1 million rural households.

IFAD invests in rural people, empowering them 
to reduce poverty, increase food security, im-
prove nutrition and strengthen resilience. 

Since 1978, IFAD has provided about US$18 bil-
lion in grants and low-interest loans to projects 
that have reached some 462 million people. 

IFAD is an international financial institution and 
a specialized United Nations agency based in 
Rome – the UN’s food and agriculture hub.

Grant scheme for over 61 000 
smallholder farmers launched

It is expected to help farmers connect to the value chains system of their respective 
commodities, and will be integrated with other production-oriented initiatives.
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Government has announced inten-
tions to employ more extension 
workers for the livestock and fishing 
industry.

Cecilia Kamanga, Director of Human Resources 
and Administration, in the ministry of Fisheries 
and Livestock said 12,000 new officers will be 
employed to plug concerns from various stake-
holders on the lack of extension services.

The employment drive is part of government’s 
quest to accrue economic benefits of the fish-
eries and livestock sectors.

“As you may be aware, we are a new ministry 
and we have not had fisheries and livestock 
co-ordinators in the districts and provinces, 
and various stakeholders complained about 
the lack of extension officers.”

“We have since drawn up a draft structure 

which has proposed the creation of 12,000 
positions for officers who will serve in various 
districts and provinces countrywide,” Kamanga 
said.

The new officers are expected to help enhance 
service delivery in the fish and livestock sector.

Kamanga said the 12,000 officers will play a cru-
cial role in guiding fish and livestock farmers 
who knows how best to expand their produc-
tion and contribute to food security.

“If we have enough extension officers, the issue 
of fish depletion will be a thing of the past be-
cause our fish farmers will be educated on the 
best fish farming methods,” she said.

Various stakeholders in the agriculture sector 
highlighted the successes, challenges inhibit-
ing the growth of the sector, and made budget 
proposals to ministry of finance.

More livestock and 
fisheries extension officers’ 

employment on the cards

Cecilia Kamanga, Director of Human 
Resources and Administration
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General News

Kagem Mining Limited has extended aid 
to 22 co-operative farmers in Nkana and 
Lumpuma to acquire subsidised foot 
powered pumps.

The emerald miner has partnered with Kick-
Start and the ministry of agriculture to assist 
small-scale farmers mostly women to kick start 
irrigation projects.

Kagem mine has committed to buy produce by 
the co-operatives for use in its canteens.

The company believes agriculture is one of the 
major economic drivers that can bring about 
meaningful, sustainable development to local 
communities.  

Kagem has previously helped set up farming 
cooperatives in the two areas. Currently farm-
ers have been only producing rain-fed vege-
tables during the five rainy months of a year. 

Kegan Mining says the treadle pumps will en-
able the farmers to irrigate their land outside 
the normal rainy season months ensuring a 
more consistent year-round water supply.

KickStart is the innovator of user-friendly trea-
dle pumps that are cost effective for the farm-
ers to buy on loan and pay back over time. 

The pumps are also environmentally friendly as 
they do not require any fuel or oil to operate 
and can be used for more than ten years. 

As part of the scheme, technical back-up and 
crop management expertise is provided to the 
farmers at no extra cost and in addition to sub-
sidising the cost of the pump.

Kagem has co-guaranteed the interest-free 
loans for the pumps from one of its existing 
suppliers: authorised dealer and distributor 
Saro Agriculture Engineering.

In addition, Kagem’s sustainability department 
has also put in place a mechanism to ensure 
loan repayment is maximised by asking the 
farmers to self-select themselves into groups 
based on their ability to pay back the loans on 
time. 

"We are committed to making the treadle 
pump project a success, thus improving the 
food security and standard of living for many 
local farmers and families,” said Kagem General 
Manager Dibya Baral.

Baral said the company intend to extend the 
project to more than 100 farmers as well as to 
various other co-operatives within the mine’s 
catchment area and are urging the farmers to 
work extra hard to pay back the loans within 
the specified period.  

“We are also working with the farmers to im-
prove the quality and diversity of farm produce, 
therefore creating a broader local marketplace.”

Nkana, Lumpuma 
cooperatives get foot 

powered pumps
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The country’s largest sugar producer has 
reduced volumes of sugar exported to 
the European Union (EU).

Zambia Sugar Plc recently announced that the 
company has shifted focus to the local and re-
gional markets, offering better prices.

Rebecca Katowa, Zambia Sugar Managing Di-
rector said the company is repositioning itself 
to become a strong player in the region.

“We recorded a drop in sales volumes in the 
domestic market due to a decline in dispos-
able income levels caused by the challenging 
consumer market conditions and competitive 
pressure from illegal sugar imports.

“Due to various reasons such as low cost of 
production in Europe, the EU market is cer-
tainly not in the interest of business for now, 
so we are looking for markets that are offering 
better prices especially in the region and our 
export destinations are  Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya and South 
Africa,” she said.

Katowa also allayed fears of a cartel or price 
fixing in the sugar industry.

“There is no such a ‘thing’ in Zambia… We have 
a strong regulator that monitors market trends, 
also Zambia Sugar is a responsible corporate 
citizen that abides by the rules and regulations,” 
she said.

She however bemoaned that illegal imports 
are negatively affecting their operations as well 
as reducing revenue for government.

Meanwhile the company’s first quarter results 
indicate reduction in sugar production from 
380,000 tonnes to 359,000 tonnes as at March 
31.

Zambia Sugar’s total revenue grew by 23 per-
cent from over K2 billion in 2016 to K2.4 billion 
on the back of the new refinery that resulted in 
the increase of refined sugar production from 
44,000 tonnes to 65,000 tonnes.

Zambia Sugar reduce exports to 
EU, eyes regional and local market
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The Johannesburg Stock Exchange 
(JSE), working in cooperation with the 
Z a m b i a n  C o m m o d i t y  E xc h a n ge 
(ZAMACE) is in the final stages of rolling 
out price risk management instruments 
for the Zambian community. These 
instruments refer to futures contracts, 
which may be new for Zambia, however 
futures markets especially in the 
commodities arena have been available 
for many centuries.

The most recent example of an 
operational and liquid futures market 
on the African continent, was started in 
South Africa under the old SAFEX brand, 
today this futures exchange is owned 
a n d  o p e ra t e d  b y  t h e  J S E .  T h e 
commodities market of the JSE since 
1995 has provided futures and options 
instruments on a wide variety of 
commodities, the most popular are 
white and yellow maize, wheat, soya 
beans and sunflower seeds. Today you 
c a n  a l s o  a c c e s s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
commodities like crude oil, gold, 
copper, silver, USA corn or soybeans 
and a variety of international wheat 
contracts.

T h e  f u t u r e s  m a r k e t  p l a y s  a n 
instrumental role in removing price risk 
from the market for market participants 
who use the contracts as hedgers. 
Hedgers are those participants who fix 
a standardized contract with the 
intention of removing the price 
volatility of the commodity; it could be 
a farmer, miller, trader or even the FRA. 
In a number of instances the financial 
institutions also get involved as they 
offer financing of stock held on 
warehouse receipts. 

Another type of market participant 
could be a speculator, these could be 
the same type of clients mentioned 
previously but who take on a position 
without any exposure to the underlying 

commodity, e.g. a farmer who sells 
futures contracts representing more 
than that which he will be able to 
produce. In another example it could be 
a miller who sells futures contracts 
instead of buying them since the miller 
has a view prices will fall. In all instances 
we must reiterate there is nothing 
wrong with speculators, they are 
necessary to provide liquidity to the 
market place and provided they 
understand they have a different risk 
profile if the market trades against their 
position, they are important for a 
successful futures market.

Now to get to the Zambian white maize, 
wheat and soya bean contracts that we 
have planned for. Working very closely 
with ZAMACE and a wide variety of 
Zambian stakeholders, the JSE has 
standardized three contracts to allow 
participants to hedge out their price 
r isk.  Each futures contract  wi l l 
represent 10 metric tons of the 
underlying commodities of a defined 
grade, e.g. Grade A soya beans. There 
are 5 main hedging months, namely 
March, May, July, September and 
December whereby clients will be able 
to secure a hedge value. All futures 
contracts that are held on until expiry 
will require physical delivery of the 
product and a registered delivery point 
l icensed by ZAMACE under  the 
Agricultural Credits Act.

Let's use an example to explain how a 
farmer will be able to use these new 
instruments. Say if it was end January 
and a farmer from Mkushi has a good 
understanding of the tonnages he will 
harvest in late June to be at least 100 
tons. He decides to trade  July 17 
Futures contract for white maize and 
lock in a price of $290 per ton for 3 
contracts equivalent to 30 tons, in 
doing so he hedges 30% of his expected 
exposure. In March he sells again at 

$310 per ton for a further 2 contracts 
and so he has hedged 50% of his crop 
before harvest. When doing the futures 
trade he would need to sign up as a 
client of a JSE commodities broker and 
place a good faith deposit also known 
as an initial margin of around 15% of the 
exposure. This deposit in US Dollars, 
held by the JSE, will be returned as soon 
as the position is closed or the physical 
maize delivered.  Closing out on this 
example, let's assume the price in 
July17 during July which then becomes 
the spot month is trading around $250 
per ton, this implies the hedge for the 
farmer would have secured a better 
price by $40 per ton (290-250) on 
30tons and then a further $60 per ton 
(310-250) on 20 tons. The farmer then 
could sell the remaining crop at $250 
per ton or put it onto a warehouse 
receipt and approach a bank to finance 
the product affording the farmer an 
opportunity to sell it at a later date.

This is just one example using futures 
contract and how they can assist the 
agricultural sector in removing price 
uncertainty. The JSE, working closely 
with ZAMACE aims to put through its 
initial trades any day now and will 
commence with structured training 
sessions and an awareness campaign 
about how to use futures contracts for 
hedging purposes. 

Please do feel free to contact us on 
commodities@jse.co.za for more 

information or a list of JSE commodity 
brokers. In addition to the futures 

contract, consider using ZAMACE to 
trade your physical maize, wheat or 

soya, email info@zamace.co.zm for all 
the latest information. Together we 

can build better markets!

CONTRACT SPECIFICATIONS FACT SHEET

Zambian Grain Futures in co-operaon with ZAMACE

FUTURES 
CONTRACT WHITE MAIZE BREAD MILLING 

WHEAT SOYA BEANS

Trading system code ZAMA ZAWE ZASO

Trading hours 09:00 to 12:00 09:00 to 12:00 09:00 to 12:00

Underlying instrument White maize of Zambian 
or Southern African origin
of the grade A as defined 
in the ZAMACE standard
specificaons for maize. 
For all grading requirements
see the detailed contract 
specificaon. 

 

Bread milling wheat of grade 
Bl as defined in the ZAMACE 
standard specificaons 
which recognise the 
following origins: Zambian
or Southern African. Wheat 
of grade B2 and B3 will 
be acceptable for delivery 
however grade discounts 
will apply to these. No origin 
discounts will be applicable. 
For all grading requirements 
see the detailed contract 
specificaons. 

Soya beans of any origin 
of the grade A as defined 
in the ZAMACE standard 
specificaons for soya 
beans. 
For all grading requirements 
see the detailed contract 
specificaons. 

Contract size 10 metric tons 10 metric tons 10 metric tons

Expiry Dates & Times 
(Last Trading Day)

12hOO on the sixth last 
business day of March, 
May, July, September 
and December: Physical 
deliveries from first business 
day to last business day of 
expiry month. 

None will be available as 
ZAMACE will be available 
for all cash market trading 
acvity. 

Physical delivery of JSE
warehouse receipts giving
tle to maize in 
bulk storage at approved
warehouses. The origin must
be clearly idenfied.

Delivery point in and around 
Lusaka will be traded on 
par with published locaon 
differenals to any other 
registered warehouses. 

12hOO on the sixth last 
business day of March, 
May, July, September 
and December: Physical 
deliveries from first business 
day to last business day of 
expiry month. 

None will be available as 
ZAMACE will be available 
for all cash market trading 
acvity. 

Physical delivery of JSE
warehouse receipts giving
tle to wheat in 
bulk storage at approved
warehouses. The origin must
be clearly idenfied.

Delivery point in and around 
Lusaka will be traded on 
par with published locaon 
differenals to any other 
registered warehouses. 

12hOO on the sixth last 
business day of March, 
May, July, September 
and December: Physical 
deliveries from first business 
day to last business day of 
expiry month. 

None will be available as 
ZAMACE will be available 
for all cash market trading 
acvity. 

Physical delivery of JSE
warehouse receipts giving
tle to soya in 
bulk storage at approved
warehouses. The origin must
be clearly idenfied. 

Delivery point in and around 
Lusaka will be traded on 
par with published locaon 
differenals to any other 
registered warehouses. 

Constant Month 
Contract

Selement 
Method

Reference points

Hedging Zambian white maize, 
wheat and soya beans becomes a reality!
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The Johannesburg Stock Exchange 
(JSE), working in cooperation with the 
Z a m b i a n  C o m m o d i t y  E xc h a n ge 
(ZAMACE) is in the final stages of rolling 
out price risk management instruments 
for the Zambian community. These 
instruments refer to futures contracts, 
which may be new for Zambia, however 
futures markets especially in the 
commodities arena have been available 
for many centuries.

The most recent example of an 
operational and liquid futures market 
on the African continent, was started in 
South Africa under the old SAFEX brand, 
today this futures exchange is owned 
a n d  o p e ra t e d  b y  t h e  J S E .  T h e 
commodities market of the JSE since 
1995 has provided futures and options 
instruments on a wide variety of 
commodities, the most popular are 
white and yellow maize, wheat, soya 
beans and sunflower seeds. Today you 
c a n  a l s o  a c c e s s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
commodities like crude oil, gold, 
copper, silver, USA corn or soybeans 
and a variety of international wheat 
contracts.

T h e  f u t u r e s  m a r k e t  p l a y s  a n 
instrumental role in removing price risk 
from the market for market participants 
who use the contracts as hedgers. 
Hedgers are those participants who fix 
a standardized contract with the 
intention of removing the price 
volatility of the commodity; it could be 
a farmer, miller, trader or even the FRA. 
In a number of instances the financial 
institutions also get involved as they 
offer financing of stock held on 
warehouse receipts. 

Another type of market participant 
could be a speculator, these could be 
the same type of clients mentioned 
previously but who take on a position 
without any exposure to the underlying 

commodity, e.g. a farmer who sells 
futures contracts representing more 
than that which he will be able to 
produce. In another example it could be 
a miller who sells futures contracts 
instead of buying them since the miller 
has a view prices will fall. In all instances 
we must reiterate there is nothing 
wrong with speculators, they are 
necessary to provide liquidity to the 
market place and provided they 
understand they have a different risk 
profile if the market trades against their 
position, they are important for a 
successful futures market.

Now to get to the Zambian white maize, 
wheat and soya bean contracts that we 
have planned for. Working very closely 
with ZAMACE and a wide variety of 
Zambian stakeholders, the JSE has 
standardized three contracts to allow 
participants to hedge out their price 
r isk.  Each futures contract  wi l l 
represent 10 metric tons of the 
underlying commodities of a defined 
grade, e.g. Grade A soya beans. There 
are 5 main hedging months, namely 
March, May, July, September and 
December whereby clients will be able 
to secure a hedge value. All futures 
contracts that are held on until expiry 
will require physical delivery of the 
product and a registered delivery point 
l icensed by ZAMACE under  the 
Agricultural Credits Act.

Let's use an example to explain how a 
farmer will be able to use these new 
instruments. Say if it was end January 
and a farmer from Mkushi has a good 
understanding of the tonnages he will 
harvest in late June to be at least 100 
tons. He decides to trade  July 17 
Futures contract for white maize and 
lock in a price of $290 per ton for 3 
contracts equivalent to 30 tons, in 
doing so he hedges 30% of his expected 
exposure. In March he sells again at 

$310 per ton for a further 2 contracts 
and so he has hedged 50% of his crop 
before harvest. When doing the futures 
trade he would need to sign up as a 
client of a JSE commodities broker and 
place a good faith deposit also known 
as an initial margin of around 15% of the 
exposure. This deposit in US Dollars, 
held by the JSE, will be returned as soon 
as the position is closed or the physical 
maize delivered.  Closing out on this 
example, let's assume the price in 
July17 during July which then becomes 
the spot month is trading around $250 
per ton, this implies the hedge for the 
farmer would have secured a better 
price by $40 per ton (290-250) on 
30tons and then a further $60 per ton 
(310-250) on 20 tons. The farmer then 
could sell the remaining crop at $250 
per ton or put it onto a warehouse 
receipt and approach a bank to finance 
the product affording the farmer an 
opportunity to sell it at a later date.

This is just one example using futures 
contract and how they can assist the 
agricultural sector in removing price 
uncertainty. The JSE, working closely 
with ZAMACE aims to put through its 
initial trades any day now and will 
commence with structured training 
sessions and an awareness campaign 
about how to use futures contracts for 
hedging purposes. 

Please do feel free to contact us on 
commodities@jse.co.za for more 

information or a list of JSE commodity 
brokers. In addition to the futures 

contract, consider using ZAMACE to 
trade your physical maize, wheat or 

soya, email info@zamace.co.zm for all 
the latest information. Together we 

can build better markets!

CONTRACT SPECIFICATIONS FACT SHEET

Zambian Grain Futures in co-operaon with ZAMACE

FUTURES 
CONTRACT WHITE MAIZE BREAD MILLING 

WHEAT SOYA BEANS

Trading system code ZAMA ZAWE ZASO

Trading hours 09:00 to 12:00 09:00 to 12:00 09:00 to 12:00

Underlying instrument White maize of Zambian 
or Southern African origin
of the grade A as defined 
in the ZAMACE standard
specificaons for maize. 
For all grading requirements
see the detailed contract 
specificaon. 

 

Bread milling wheat of grade 
Bl as defined in the ZAMACE 
standard specificaons 
which recognise the 
following origins: Zambian
or Southern African. Wheat 
of grade B2 and B3 will 
be acceptable for delivery 
however grade discounts 
will apply to these. No origin 
discounts will be applicable. 
For all grading requirements 
see the detailed contract 
specificaons. 

Soya beans of any origin 
of the grade A as defined 
in the ZAMACE standard 
specificaons for soya 
beans. 
For all grading requirements 
see the detailed contract 
specificaons. 

Contract size 10 metric tons 10 metric tons 10 metric tons

Expiry Dates & Times 
(Last Trading Day)

12hOO on the sixth last 
business day of March, 
May, July, September 
and December: Physical 
deliveries from first business 
day to last business day of 
expiry month. 

None will be available as 
ZAMACE will be available 
for all cash market trading 
acvity. 

Physical delivery of JSE
warehouse receipts giving
tle to maize in 
bulk storage at approved
warehouses. The origin must
be clearly idenfied.

Delivery point in and around 
Lusaka will be traded on 
par with published locaon 
differenals to any other 
registered warehouses. 

12hOO on the sixth last 
business day of March, 
May, July, September 
and December: Physical 
deliveries from first business 
day to last business day of 
expiry month. 

None will be available as 
ZAMACE will be available 
for all cash market trading 
acvity. 

Physical delivery of JSE
warehouse receipts giving
tle to wheat in 
bulk storage at approved
warehouses. The origin must
be clearly idenfied.

Delivery point in and around 
Lusaka will be traded on 
par with published locaon 
differenals to any other 
registered warehouses. 

12hOO on the sixth last 
business day of March, 
May, July, September 
and December: Physical 
deliveries from first business 
day to last business day of 
expiry month. 

None will be available as 
ZAMACE will be available 
for all cash market trading 
acvity. 

Physical delivery of JSE
warehouse receipts giving
tle to soya in 
bulk storage at approved
warehouses. The origin must
be clearly idenfied. 

Delivery point in and around 
Lusaka will be traded on 
par with published locaon 
differenals to any other 
registered warehouses. 

Constant Month 
Contract

Selement 
Method

Reference points

Hedging Zambian white maize, 
wheat and soya beans becomes a reality!
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International News

World Bank and Nest announced 
have launched the first open ag-
riculture innovation program in 
Kenya - Agritech Challenge 2017. 

The innovation program aims to connect 
promising startups and innovators with one of 
the region’s leading agribusiness corporate.
 
Sponsored by the World Bank, the challenge 
wants to spur collaborative innovation in Kenya 
and forms part of a program to test open inno-
vation mechanisms in the country for a poten-
tial future scale up by government. 
 
According to the project, high-calibre teams of 
innovators and entrepreneurs will work closely 
with agribusiness industry veterans to concep-
tualise and co-develop solutions around some 
of the most pressing challenges in the local val-
ue chains, from August.

In addition, the selected startups will have the 
opportunity to plug into a wealth of expertise 

and resources of the corporate partner, and 
subsequently explore piloting and commercial-
izing the solutions developed. 

The project is looking for multidisciplinary 
teams that are passionate about agritech in the 
line of a startup, a promising SME, a team of 
agribusiness, logistics, supply chain technolo-
gists, or even a bunch of college students with 
a compelling idea and the ability to execute.

Nest, an international company that invests 
in founders who are passionate about chal-
lenging the status quo and affecting positive 
change will facilitate the program with over-
sight from the World Bank team.
 
The two-month long co-creation activity will 
include integration-focused workshops, one-
on-one interactions with industry veterans, and 
structured product development. 

Each team will aim to develop a prototype or 
customize a solution in partnership with expe-

rienced operational professionals. 

“These will be then presented to senior execu-
tives and investors at a Demo Day for poten-
tial commercial adoption and scale,” Nest said 
highlighting that the demo day is slated for 
December.

The initiated aimed at agriculture, as one of the 
largest contributors to Kenya's economy, sees 
opportunity to drive value creation and impact 
through innovation in agribusiness. 

“The World Bank AgriTech Challenge aims to 
collaboratively prototype solutions that drive 
productivity, accountability and operational in-
sight in the agribusiness value chain.”

Some of the pressing challenges the project 
hopes to solve are digitization of produce 
tracking, facilitating seamless communication 
between farmers and field technicians and dig-
itally monitoring farm productivity and wastage 
and driving insights to enhance yield.

Transforming Kenya’s 
agribusiness through innovation

The two-month long co-creation activity will include integration-focused workshops, 
one-on-one interactions with industry veterans, and structured product development. 
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International News

The trends in coffee farming are slow-
ly changing with women now actively 
participating in the sector across East 
Africa.

In Kenya , the sector is gender sensitive as 
more women are cultivating the crop, and ben-
efiting from it economically, in Tanzania, men 
still dominate the farming.

And stakeholders are working hard to change 
this way of operation to boost both production 
and earnings. 

Hivos East Africa, working with farmers in Tan-
zania, are incorporating women into coffee 
production by enlightening families on need to 
plan for income from coffee.

“Couples are now discussing how they can im-
prove earnings from coffee and how this can 
help them in achieving their set goals,” said 
Charles Kaigwa, the HIVOS East Africa Country 
coordinator for Tanzania.

Working under Gender Action Learning Sys-
tem, the project involves getting couples to 
set both short and long–term farming goals 
together.

“We want to increase quality, quantity and 
women involvement in coffee farming. Initial-
ly, men would use family labour in coffee pro-
duction but selfishly and solely budget for the 
income without involving their wives,” Kaigwa 
said. 

This incited some women to steal coffee from 
the family farm and sell to brokers secretly.

Farmer Happy Jasmine, however, noted the 
stealing is now a thing of the past since men 
and women are working together.

“We now plan and budget together and are 
happily enjoying coffee earnings as a family,” 
she said.

From the family’s two acres of coffee in Mwan-
ga, her husband Edson Amani used to harvest 
between 50-50kg of the produce but the yield 
has since increased to between 200-250kg fol-
lowing better management. 

The couple sells their coffee through Vuasu Co-
operative Union earning about Sh150 per kilo.

More women participate 
in coffee farming across East Africa

Initially, men would use family labour in coffee production but selfishly and 
solely budget for the income without involving their wives,”
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International News

International Seed Company DuPont Pioneer 
has poured more investment into its Delmas 
Africa Technology Centre in South Africa to 
boost productivity through enhanced re-

search for the entire continent.

Alejandro Munoz, DuPont Pioneer Global 
Commercial Business Vice-President said the 
company is committed to promote research 
development as it is vital in boosting agricul-
tural growth.

“The global network of research facilities and 
testing locations demonstrate DuPont’s ongo-
ing commitment to research and development 
to accelerate seed and product development 
for African farmers, helping them better man-
age pests and crop disease, climate volatility 
and soil fertility.

“The Delmas centre will serve as the central 
hub of the Africa regional technology centre, 
which is comprised of a network of existing re-
search facilities and testing locations through-
out Africa,” Munoz said.

He said the company’s network of research 
centres will enable collaboration between crop 
researchers, maximise resources and advance 
research.
  
Currently the technology centre has employed 
scientists and skilled technicians to support lo-
cal research efforts, across testing locations in 
various Africa countries, including Zambia.

The centre will act as the central hub for vari-

ous research purposes in the continent, and is 
expected to accelerate new product develop-
ment across multiple crops for farmers.

Pradeep Bajwa, DuPont regional director for 
agricultural business in Africa and the Mid-
dle East said Africa has untapped potential to 
boost its agricultural output if the continent 
increases investment in agricultural research 
and development to adapt global technology 
to local need.

Bajwa said with nearly 35 million hectares avail-
able with grain yields of less than two tonnes 
per hectare, Africa is a key agricultural growth 
area for DuPont with sufficient investment in 
technology productivity could be achieved.

Africa’s agriculture 
research gets more funding

...the company’s network of research centres will enable collaboration 
between crop researchers, maximise resources and advance research.
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International News

South Africa is to harvest 15 million tonnes 
of maize crop, the biggest yield in almost 
four decades.

The bounteous harvest, attributed to good 
rainfall is almost 50 percent more than the 
country’s needs for the year.  

Analysts have already indicated that the crop 
surplus will soften price levels and push food 
prices down but SA is expected to face stiff ex-
port competition with output in Zambia, Zim-
babwe and Malawi having increased, especially 
as their crops are not genetically modified.

South Africa is the only sub-Saharan country 

to plant genetically modified maize, which im-
pacts exportability.

Even though Kenya is battling a shortage of 
maize, it does not accept genetically modified 
grain, and neither do Burundi and Tanzania.

Wandile Sihlobo, Agricultural Economist said 
effects of the positive harvest will trickle down 
to consumers.

“Generally food will be one of the key issues 
that will keep our inflation down for quite some 
time this year," Sihlobo said.

However, Sihlobo warned that the good crop 

also had a down side. 

“We are drowning in Maize because as a coun-
try we only need about 10.5 million tonnes of 
maize for our annual consumption. 

"This year we are expecting to harvest about 
15.6 million tonnes of maize. And in addition to 
that we have a million tonnes which we are car-
rying from last year as a result of stock from last 
year building up to this and giving us supplies 
of about 16 million,” Sihlobo said.

“A large portion of that - about 9 million tonnes 
- is white maize, with the remainder being yel-
low maize.

SA’s GMO surplus maize 
to be stuck in silos 

Even though Kenya is battling a shortage of maize, it does not accept 
genetically modified grain, and neither do Burundi and Tanzania.



28 Zambian AgriBusiness Magazine | July - September 2017 www.agribusinesszambia.com

Farm Equipment

South African company Agrico has part-
nered with Multicrop to provide   com-
prehensive services for Zambian farmers 
and surrounding countries.

The joint venture offers state of the art irriga-
tion and farming equipment, the latest web 
control technology, flexible payment terms and 
a strong local presence and support.  

“Zambian agriculture is flourishing and has 
huge potential”, said Alfred Andrag, Chief Op-
erations Officer of Agrico.

Andrag applauded the attractive investment 
terms offered by government, the availability 
of large tracts of land and the abundance of 

water, encouraging large scale developments 
growing crops under irrigation which include 
wheat, maize, soya beans, potatoes, sugar 
cane, coffee and tobacco.

He added that the sector is growing from indi-
vidual commercial farms to large scale opera-
tions such as Mansa Sugar, Silverlands Farming, 
Northern Coffee Corporation and Amatheon 
Agri, amongst others.  

According to Andrag there are currently 
around 100 000 hectares under irrigation in 
Zambia, with potential for much more.

Currently Andrag is installing  irrigation systems 
on 1500 hectare of sugar cane and 500 hectare 

of coffee in northern Zambia,  using the lat-
est technology to ensure energy efficient water 
application, irrigation efficiency, high uniformi-
ties needed for high yields, capability to auto-
mate and control irrigation and pump systems 
through the internet.   

“With this joint venture, we are looking forward 
to offering a more comprehensive service,” he 
said.  

Agrico with 113 years in operation manufac-
tures and retails centre pivots, irrigation equip-
ment, implements and tractors while Multicrop 
specializes in the design, installation and main-
tenance of all irrigation equipment on farms 
throughout Zambia.  

Growing agro-business 
lures Agrico to Zambia

The joint venture offers state of the art irrigation and farming 
equipment, the latest web control technology, flexible payment 

terms and a strong local presence and support.  
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The newly introduced mechanized farm-
ing in Chitambo District is set to in-
creased production in the area.

Catherine Kunda, Chitambo District Commis-
sioner says the development has eased farm-
ing and increased production in the district.

Kunda further said government is putting a lot 
of emphasis on agriculture and wants to en-
sure that it becomes the mainstay of Zambia’s 
economy.

The District Commissioner recently handed 
over of tractors and ox- drawn rippers, among 

others in the area and farmers to utilize the 
equipment, to increase on their productivity.

“Now you have literally no excuse to give be-
cause machinery has been given to you. The 
onus remains entirely on you to increase the 
district’s production and put it on the map and 
be the best,” she said.

Kunda advised farmers to take good care of 
the machines and ensure that they are fre-
quently serviced in order for them to last long.

“Let us take care of the machines like we take 
care of our children, these machines are our 

babies. For them to last long we need to ser-
vice them and guard them jealously, we are 
only going to produce more when we maintain 
our machines.” 

Katumwa Mutandi, District Agricultural Coor-
dinating Officer said the donation will help to 
increase the hectares that farmers in the area 
cover instead of the traditional hoeing.

Mutandi said the machines will help the farm-
ers productivity levels because the equipment 
is already calibrated meaning that farmers will 
plant and fertilize the crops according to the 
recommended specifications.

Chitambo farming 
production set to increase

The onus remains entirely on you to increase the district’s 
production and put it on the map and be the best,”
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